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Volunteer Lawyers Network
uses the power of volunteers
to protect and enforce the

legal rights of low-income

Minnesotans.
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inset (I-r): Criminal Expungement Program Manager Elizabeth Fowlds and Immigration Program Manager Colleen
Beebe Purisaca share a conversation during the 2023 Riverfront Celebration.
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The New Normal

Last year felt like we transitioned from operating
in a pandemic to a post-pandemic world. In-
person services through walk-ins and scheduled
clinics surged as we re-opened programs
suspended due to the pandemic and began new
projects. More staff began working from the
office. In-person meetings became a thing again
(I never thought | would miss in-person meetings).

The theme of this past year's Riverfront
Celebration and this annual report is “Renewing
Our Commitment,” which acknowledges that
transition. As we looked to create the "new
normal,” we believed it was a good time to

recommit ourselves to our clients and our mission.

Throughout the year, our volunteers
demonstrated their renewed commitment to
improving our community and the lives of our
clients. One example is our work to help tenants
in need. In January 2023, the long-anticipated
eviction surge finally arrived. The number of
eviction filings would increase dramatically and
outstrip our ability to help every tenant needing

~ i

I-r: VLN Housing Program staff Muria Kruger, Barb Cruz,

Kait Ripley, and Sebastian Ellefson pose at the 2023
Annual Housing Law Seminar.
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Scott Kreighbaum of Allianz and Referee Ngoc Nguyen
of Minnesota 4th Judicial District speak at the 2023
Annual Housing Law Seminar.

access to a lawyer. Seeing the need to recruit
many new volunteers, our board responded
by issuing a Call to Action to sound the alarm
and recruit volunteers. Nearly 40 volunteers
were recruited or re-recruited as a part of the
call, many of whom still volunteer despite the
abatement of the surge. As a result, tenants
facing eviction and needing help had access to
pro bono advice and representation.

As we look ahead, our collective commitment
remains steadfast. We are resolute in our
mission to improve our community and uplift the
lives of our clients. Together, we'll continue to
create positive change for those in need.

With thanks,

%/mm,

Thomas Walsh x
VLN Executive Director
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497 attOrne)/S took a new case during FY22-23: 6 5 7’59 services were provided,
including 2 5 5 76 provided at clinics and events, and 3 ; 7 61 provided via telephone legal advice.

Top 10 MN Counties Served

RAMSEY 1463

ANOKA 577

DAKOTA 327
. WASHINGTON 120
STEARNS 74
SCOTT 66
OLMSTED 65
SHERBURNE 56
SAINT LOUIS 49

/

5%

11%

Services Provided by

Category of Law

[ | Housing ..., 2362

WFamily o, 1673

[ | Immigration ........ccccooeee.ee. 780
CoNSUMET ..o 729
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Client Gender

FEMale .....oooooo 3569
Mal€ ... 2338
Neither Male nor Female..................... 37
Unknown or BlanK ..., 20

Client Race and Ethnicity

African or Black ..o, 2308
WHILE oo 1860
Hispanic or Latino........ccooonicrin. 862

Multiracial ............... ..324
Asian or Pacific Islander....
Native American... .
Middle Eastern ..., 43

Counsel and Advice.....
Brief Service ...
Extended/Full Representation ...
Phone Services..................
Counsel and Advice.....
Brief Service ...,
SCrEENING ...
Workshops/Other Paneled Svcs.
Counsel and Advice........cccccoocveeeerennnne.
Brief Service ...,
Extended/Full Representation ...

VLNMN.org

I-r: Interpreter
Sayed Amini
meets with VLN
Afghan Project
Attorney John
Weber at Park
Avenue Legal
Clinic for VLN's
Afghan Project.

VLN Assists Afghan Evacuees

In 2021, thousands of Afghan nationals fled their country when
the Taliban took power. Many of these evacuees were employed
by the U.S. Government in the nearly 20-year struggle against
armed groups in the country. In 2022, VLN's Afghan Project, in
partnership with the Advocates for Human Rights’ Afghan Legal
Clinic, began assisting hundreds of Afghans now in Minnesota
eligible for an Afghan Special Immigrant Visa (“SIV"), available
to those who worked for the U.S. in Afghanistan.

Evacuees who ended up in the U.S. were left with an uncertain
temporary legal status and little understanding of the perilous
immigration system. VLN has since assisted over 70 families
(totaling nearly 250 individuals) with various immigration
applications necessary to both extend their temporary
statuses and pursue permanent residence via the Afghan SIV
program. The project has achieved this, in no small part, due
to tremendous volunteer support, as volunteer attorneys, law
students, and legal professionals have all dedicated time to
providing services to Afghans. Looking forward, the Afghan
Project anticipates that dozens of families will obtain lawful
permanent residence (green cards) through the representation
that VLN has connected them with.

In Fall 2023, the project was recognized, in conjunction with the
Advocates for Human Rights, by the Minnesota Department

of Human Services with a Commissioner’s Circle of Excellence
Award for its work over the prior year.
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VLN Volunteers go the Extra Mile

Near2ly 500 legal professional volunteers provided 6,759 services to our clients last year. VLN honored two of these extraordinary volunteers
during our annual Riverfront Celebration on September 14, 2023.

2023 VLN Volunteer of the Year
Mattie Kim

Perkins Coie

Mattie is an insurance recovery
associate at Perkins Coie, where
she helps corporate clients
nmaximize insurance recovery by
securing favorable policy language,
navigating and resolving complex
insurance claims, and representing
policyholders in insurance
coverage litigation. She works with clients on a variety of
matters related to commercial liability, catastrophic property
damage, directors’ and officers’ liability, government
investigations, product liability, kidnapping and ransom,
workers' compensation, and advertising injury.

Mattie Kim

Mattie's passion for housing justice and advocacy began
when she completed a full-time externship at Mid-
Minnesota Legal Aid’s housing unit during the fall 2017
semester. Since then, Mattie has maintained a robust pro
bono practice centered on housing justice and advocacy.
She regularly counsels and represents low-income tenants
in housing disputes including eviction actions, reasonable
accommodations for tenants with disabilities, repair
enforcement actions, and eviction expungement.

Mattie has served as an adjunct professor at Mitchell
Hamline School of Law and is on the board of directors for
TreeHouse, a nonprofit organization that provides mentorship
and support for teens. In her free time, Mattie can usually be
found on her bike or eating a burrito from Yeah Yeah Taco.
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2023 John D. Levine Pro Bono Distinguished
Service Award

Peter Goss
Pentair

Pete Goss is Head of Litigation for Pentair, a global
manufacturer of smart, sustainable solutions for moving,
improving, and enjoying water, life's most essential resource.

He began practicing litigation at Faegre & Benson in the fall
of 1996 and immediately signed up with VLN as a landlord/
tenant volunteer. Thanks to tremendous support from

Jodi Boderman, his Pro Bono Coordinator at Faegre, he
Fulerbess <y developed a thriving and varied pro bono practice, taking
regular shifts at both the Housing Court Project and the Legal Access Point Clinic.

Pete joined the VLN board in 2008 and served as Board Chair from 2011-12. His Board
participation and pro bono service continued through his seven years at Blackwell
Burke, where Pete had a busy trial practice with the Honorable Jerry Blackwell. Pete is
a proud graduate of the University of California, Berkeley, and Berkeley Law.

Minnesota
Attorney General
Keith Ellison
speaks during
VLN's Riverfront
Celebration in
September 2023.
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You changed 14,485 lives during FY22-23, including 6, 001 Children,

through the delivery of pro bono legal services in Minnesota. * *approximate numbers

VLN Habitability Fund Helps
Win Rent Escrow Case

S.A. reached out to VLN for help when the state of their
home was taking a toll on their life. “I was in a crisis. And
when people are in crisis, they're not easy to understand.
But Josh always believed me.”

Volunteer attorney Joshua Taylor took on S.A!'s case
and represented them in court. “The issues in this case
were numerous. The unit was in a dilapidated state, |
would say. Repair issues all over the place. Structural
issues, holes in the wall. The way that manifested was
pests—infestations. There were mice, there were moths,
there was a raccoon at one point. So, it was really not a
good situation for my client.”

VLN housing client S.A. discusses their case and experience working with VLN during a client video . o
presented during the 2023 Riverfront Celebration. Josh helped S.A. file a rent escrow action in order for

necessary repairs to be made by the landlord. To file,

S.A. would need to pay rent, including back rent, into

the court—a cost they could not afford. Luckily, VLN also
administers a fund called the Habitability Fund that helps
tenants pay rent money into court so they can proceed
with rent escrow cases. Any money returned to the tenant
is then first used to replenish the fund. With support from
VLN staff, Joshua Taylor, and the Habitability Fund, S.A.
won their case. The referee sided with S.A. and against the
landlord, awarding all the repairs to be made as well as
awarding $3,745 in back rent.

“I will always be grateful for Volunteer Lawyers Network,
and Josh, and everyone involved. I'm grateful for the
emergency fund that Josh worked really hard to get me/”
SA explains. “I feel lucky because there's a lot of people
who don’t get help. [...] The realities of the housing crisis in
Minneapolis and beyond—people are in really vulnerable

VLN housing volunteer attorney Joshua Taylor outlines S.A's case. Josh utilized VLN's Habitability . , o ] . B
Fund to allow S.A. to pay back rent to the court so that the case could be heard. positions. | don't know if I'd be alive without Josh.
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Individual Donors
Mark Abbott

Frank & Barb Abramson
Nathaniel Ajouri

Joy Anderson

Kurt Anderson

Mary Anderson

Evan Schnell & Sarah
Asch

James Baille
Matt Bazzano
Virginia Bell

Joan Bibelhausen
Robert Boisvert
Matt Boos

Brian Boysen
Joanna Brofman
Kristien Butler
Jonathan Bye
Karen Canon
&Grew Carlson
&rea Carty

Martin Chester
Hon. Regina Chu
Eric Cooperstein
Dawn Costa
David Coyle

Peter Coyle

David Crosby
Christopher Cuneo
Clinton Cutler
Laura Daly

Kate DeVries Smith
Joseph Dixon
Patricia Dolan
Jennifer Doyle
Jason Drefahl
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Roger Dreher
Jaime Driggs

Diane Dube

Daniel Dvorak

Ryan Eddy

Derek Ellis

Peter Estall
Frederick Finch
Robert & Linda Fisher
Hon. William Fisher
Paul Fling

Jamie Forman
Naomi Garfinkel
Jenny Gassman-Pines
Autumn Gear

Adam Gillette

Roy Ginsburg
Katherine Golden
Peter Goss
Dadri-Anne Graham
Elizabeth Greiter
Rose Grengs
Timothy Grimsrud
Anne Haaland
Lindsey Hanson
Christopher Harayda
Charmaine Harris
Rochelle Hauser
Cynthia Hegarty
Jerry Helfand

Bailey Henderson
Peter Hennigan

Dan Herber
Stephan Hill

David Hoiland
Monica Holden
Laurel Holschuh

Michelle Horovitz
Hon. Melissa Houghtaling
Debra Hovland
Theresa Hughes
Benjamin Hulse
Susan Humiston
Eileen Hunter
Carrie Johnson
Daniel Johnson
Jade Johnson
Karl Johnson
Kevin Johnson
Sharon Jones
Bruce Kennedy
Kevin Kitchen
Hon. Holly Knight
Jamal Knight
Karen Kopp

John Kreighbaum
Ann Ladd

Carol Lansing
Kristen Larson
Caryn Lesser
David Libra
Jason Lien
Marissa Linden
Ronald Lundquist
Jennifer Lyons
Rom Madsen
Margaret Magill
Kristen Mainz
Molly Malchert
Kerstin March
Matt McBride
Sara McClendon
Jennifer McCormack
Scott McGillicuddy
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Many thanks to our generous donors!

Kevin McGrath
Bercaw McKelvey
Jinjer Menge
Stephen Mertz
Isaac Messmore
Jason Miller
Christopher Moersch
Adine Momoh
Lydia Morley
Anthony Morris
Adam Nathe

Erin Oglesbay
Jayna Paquin
Trevor Parkes
Theodore Patton
Laurene Pellerite
Alicia Penner
Tom Pfeifer

Emily Plunkett
Nancy Polomis
Suzanne Pontinen
Ana Pottratz Acosta
Robin Preble
Paul Quast
Timothy Rank
Maliya Rattliffe
Evan Rattner
Donna Rauch
Michael Reif

Jan Rivers
William Roberts
Gina Robinson
Jacob Rorem
Nicholas Roscoe
Mary Rosen
Helen Rubenstein
Dennis Ryan
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Douglas Ryan
Stephen Sabo

S&ra Schlafge

Mark Schneebeck
Sheila Scott

John Sear

Salima Shafi

Tim Sheehey
Christopher Shepherd
Eric Sherman

Todd Sicard

Mark Siegel

Hon. Kristin Siegesmund
Michael Skoglund

Kiri Somermeyer
Shawn Sorrell
Benjamin Stevens
Michael Stinson
Peter Stiteler

Jason Stoffel

Christy Szitta

Susan Tegt

Amanda Tempel
Taylor Tinkham
Thomas Tinkham
Benjamin Tozer
Krista Twesme
Kathryn Van Etta-Olson
Jacob Vandelist
David Vander Haar
Hon. Mary Vasaly
James Volling
Thomas Walsh
Barbara White
Wendy Willson Legge
Edmund Wippler
Linda Wray
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Donations received July 1, 2022 - June 30, 2023

Anamaria Young
Mary Young
Julian Zebot
Alysia Zens
Bianca Zick

In Memory of
Judge Nancy Dreher
Roger Dreher

In Memory of
John Levine
James Levine
Martha Levine

On Behalf of Thomas
Berndt, Marcus Guith,
Michael Reif, Navin
Ramalingam, and
Lindsey Hanson

Robins Kaplan LLP
Charitable Foundation

On Behalf of Noel
Evans Matching
Donation

Thomson Reuters

In Honor of
Michael Everett

Steve & Tristen
Lindemann

On Behalf of Michael
Friedman and Susan
Hasti

Minneapolis Foundation

annual report 2022-2023



“We received a great deal of support, guidance, and kindness throughout our
experience with you. [My attorney] was extremely knowledgeable and helped us

beyond measure.”

On Behalf of Adine S. Momoh
Saint Paul & Minnesota Foundation

Organizations
3M
Alerus Financial, N.A.

American College of Bankruptcy
Foundation

Amicus Society

Anthony Ostlund Louwagie
Dressen & Boylan P.A.

Ballard Spahr LLP

Best Buy Co., Inc.

Boston Scientific Corporation
Can Can Wonderland

Cargill, Inc.

Central Minnesota Legal Services
Chanhassen Dinner Theatres
Charities Aid Foundation
Constellation Fund

Cummins & Cummins LLP
Dakota Jazz Club

Dayton King Foundation
DeWalt, Chawla + Saksena LLC
Dorsey & Whitney LLP

Dykema Gossett PLLC

Faegre Drinker Biddle & Reath
Foundation

Faegre Drinker Biddle & Reath LLP
Family Housing Fund

Felhaber Larson Foundation

Fish & Richardson PC

Foci Minnesota Center for Glass Arts
Fox Rothschild LLP

Fredrikson & Byron Foundation
Fredrikson & Byron, P.A.

Gapen, Larson & Johnson, LLC
Gillland Family Foundation
Gustafson Gluek PLLC

Hellmuth & Johnson Foundation
Hennepin County

Hennepin County Bar Foundation
Henson Efron

JAMS

Jeffrey Rank and Elizabeth
Andrews Fund

Jester Concepts

Jones Day

Kutak Rock LLP

Larkin Hoffran Daly & Lindgren Ltd
Lathrop GPM Foundation
Lathrop GPM LLP

Maslon LLP

Meagher & Geer, P.L.L.P.
Minnesota CLE

Minnesota Corporate Pro Bono
Council

Minnesota Landscape Arboretum
Minnesota Orchestra

Minnesota State Bar Foundation
MSBA New Lawyers Section

Nelson Mullins Riley & Scarborough
LLP

Nilan Johnson Lewis PA

Norton Rose Fulbright US, LLP
Otto Bremer Trust

Park Tavern

Patterson Thuente Pedersen, P.A.
Pauly, DeVries Smith and Deffner
Pentair PLC

Perkins Coie Foundation

Perkins Coie LLP

Pohlad Family Foundation
Punch Pizza

R.F. Moeller Jeweler

Ramsey County Bar Foundation
RBC Foundation - USA

Rick Bronson's House of Comedy
Robins Kaplan LLP

Robins Kaplan LLP Charitable
Foundation

Ryan Companies

Saint Paul & Minnesota Foundation
Science Museum of Minnesota
Soule & Stull

St. Paul Saints

Stages Theatre Company
Stinson LLP

Suburban Ramsey County HUD
Surly Brewing Co.

Taft Stettinius & Hollister LLP
Target Corporation

The Advocates for Human Rights
The Anchor Fish & Chips

The Leo and Christine Stern Fund
of the Minneapolis Foundation

Thomson Reuters

Three Rivers Park District
Trepanier MacGillis Battina P.A.
U.S. Bank Foundation
Upsher-Smith Laboratories, Inc.
UsT

Wells Fargo Foundation

Wild Mountain

Winthrop & Weinstine, P.A.
Zelle LLP

We apologize if we missed you or made an error; please let us know so we can thank you properly.
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Volunteers are honored at a 2023 VLN reception.

VLN Volunteers
Answer the Call

On April 25, 2023, VLN hosted a reception
to formally thank the 37 volunteers who
stepped up to answer the VLN Board of
Director’s call to assist with the post-
pandemic surge of eviction cases in
Minnesota. With their help, we were able
to support 440 parties going through an
eviction in Anoka, Hennepin and Ramsey
Counties. Hennepin County Chief Judge
Barnette also joined us to express our
appreciation for their generous service.

Hennepin County
Chief Judge
Toddrick Barnette
speaks to
volunteers during
the VLN reception.

page 7 4



\

Making Pro Bono Happen Since 1966

VOLUNTEER LAWYERS NETWORK

600 Nicollet Mall, Suite 390A
Minneapolis, MN 55402

FINANCIAL REPORT
July 1, 2022 - June 30, 2023

Income

“.EW

TOTAL EXPENSES .........ccoooooveoe. $1,780,652

¥ Contributions 1,005,927 lelofllidee .

. Current Portion of
Service Grants..........ccocooeeveveeennn. 499,000 Operating Lease Liability ..........coo.....

M special Events..........cooco 152,753 Accounts Payable ...
Other INCOMe 148,975 Accrued Payroll & Related Costs ...............
Interest INCOME ..o, 2,570 Accrued Compensated Absences...............
TOTAL INCOME......... $1,809,225 Contract Liabilities ...

Assets
Cash & Cash Equivalents................
Contributions Receivable

) . Net Assets
Sel’VIC'e Grants Receivable Iy Without Restriction Undesignated........
Prepaid EXpenses...........cooconreeeennn. 30,593 .
; Board Designated for
Net Property & Equipment . 146,775 Cash Reserve FUNd......ccoooooovvvecooommeeeereec:
Other ASSets ... 4,568 With ReStrictions .........cccoooooeovvvecooomreeeeeecccereneee
TOTAL ASSETS.........oooco $1,243,187  NET ASSETS oo, $965,352

Thank youl

Thank you for helping us fight for fairness and justice for struggling families and individuals in Minnesota
who deserve a chance to thrive. Make a secure tax-deductible donation at VLNMN .org/donate

...55,000

Renewin
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Expenses

]

[ | Program Services ............
Administrative & General ..........cc.......
B Fundraising.....ooceeeoceeeees

Operating Lease Liability,

Net of Current Position..........ccccccccovveneeeee.
861,374 TOTAL LIABILITIES......cooooo $277,835

TOTAL LIABILITIES & NET ASSETS ... $1,243,187

itment

1,420,756

board of directors 2022-2023

Karl Johnson, chair
Taft Stettinius & Hollister, LLP

Anne Haaland, Vice Chair / Treasurer
Henson & Efron, PA

Mardell Presler, secretary
Estate Planning and Elder Law Attorney

Esther Agbaje
Public Health Law Center

Joy Reopelle Anderson
Minnesota Center for Environmental Advocacy
Matt Bazzano
Wells Fargo
The Honorable Judge Kristien Butler
State of Minnesota, Office of Administrative Hearings
Jon Bye
Ballard Spahr, LLP
Karen Canon
Community Member
Mark Carter
Carter Legal Services, PA

Dan Dvorak
Huntington National Bank

Paul Fling
Fox Rothschild LLP

Autumn Gear
Barnes & Thornburg LLP

Peter Goss
Pentair

Lindsey Hanson
Robins Kaplan LLP

The Honorable Judge JaPaul Harris
State of Minnesota, Second Judicial District
Cynthia Hegarty
Winthrop & Weinstein, PA
Dan Herber
University of Minnesota Office of the General Counsel
Sten-Erik Hoidal
Fredrikson & Byron, PA
Jade Johnson
Gapen, Larson and Johnson, LLC
Ron Lundquist
Lundquist Law Firm
Kwame Osafo-Addo
Kwame's Law Firm

Thomas Powell
Phyllis Wheatley Community Center
Gina Robinson
Client Representative
Dennis Ryan, Past Chair
Faegre Drinker Biddle & Reath LLP (retired)

The Honorable Judge Christian Sande
State of Minnesota, Fourth Judicial District
Michael L. Skoglund
Cargill Inc.
Shawn Sorrell
Hennepin County Department of Community Corrections
and Rehabilitation
Kiri Somermeyer
University of Minnesota Law School
Mike Stinson
Dorsey & Whitney LLP
Peter Stiteler
Strategic Education, Inc.
Jake Vandelist
Target Corp
Julian Zebot
Maslon LLP

Alysia Zens
Dorsey & Whitney LLP



