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Volunteer Lawyers Network 

uses the power of volunteers 

to protect and enforce the 

legal rights of low-income 

Minnesotans.

above: Keynote speaker Michelle Horovitz at the 2022 Riverfront Celebration. 
left: Co-Chairs of the Benefactors Board, Erin Ogelsbay (left) and Michael Reif (right) pause for a photo op during the event.
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Tom Walsh
 executive Director

colleen Beebe Purisaca
 resource attorney/Program Manager: immigration

Barb cruz
 case coordinator: criminal expungement

Glen Drew
 Program Director

sebastian ellefson
 Housing Project attorney

Brigid Freed
Housing clinic coordinator

Michael Greer
 case coordinator: civil

luce Guillén-Givins
 intake specialist/case coordinator: siJs

Heidi Huber
Volunteer liaison / Data Manager / case coordinator: employ-
ment/letters to creditors

Nancy Johnson
 administrative Director 

anabel Kapelke
 intake specialist

elizabeth Kelly
 Housing Project attorney

Kelsey Kienholz
 case coordinator: immigration

emily Koritz
 administrative and Development assistant

chris Kramer
 resource attorney/Program Manager: Bankruptcy

Muria Kruger
 resource attorney/Program Manager: Housing

Kaelah Mastenbrook
 saeks Public interest resident

Joe McMurtrey
 intake coordinator

eliza Messinger
 resource attorney/Program Manager: criminal expungement

Greg rachwal
 case coordinator: Family, Bankruptcy

Kara rieke
 resource attorney/Program Manager: Family

Kait ripley
 case coordinator: Housing
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The Roadmap for the Journey Ahead

staff 2021-2022

Looking back on 2022, I am incredibly 
proud of the work and accomplishments 
of VLN’s volunteers and staff. Despite the 
ongoing global pandemic, helping community 
members in need remained the watchword 
for our volunteers, board, and staff. Through 
all the ups and downs of the past year, VLN 
remained a critical resource for our clients 
and communities navigating the tail-end of an 
unprecedented global health emergency. 

One of the accomplishments I take the most 
pride in is the adoption of our 2022-2025 
strategic plan. This plan is the result of over 
six months of hard work by our board and 
staff. From the beginning of the planning 
process, we decided it was critical to obtain 
feedback from our stakeholders. To that 
end, we conducted interviews with justice 
and community partners; surveyed staff 
members, board members, and volunteers; 
held a joint board and staff retreat; and had 
what seemed like countless discussions. In the 
end, we developed a plan that focuses on the 
pillars of VLN, our clients, our volunteers and 
community partners, and our staff. 

The plan centers around three strategic 
commitments: 

1) Create deeper community connections 
and build effective client-centered services; 
2) Engage, train and support a culturally 
competent pool of energized volunteers; and 
3) Invest in staff and infrastructure to foster a 
supportive and productive work environment. 

We believe the strategic plan will allow VLN 
to adapt to a changing legal and pro bono 
landscape and ensure the organization is a 
resource for our clients and communities for 
years to come.

Developing the plan was only the beginning. 
Over the next three years, we will actively 
engage our volunteers, board, justice 
partners, and community partners as we work 
to implement our vision. 

Now that we have a roadmap, it is time to 
begin our journey. I look forward to going on 
that journey with you.

With gratitude,

Thomas Walsh 
VLN Executive Director

Pro Bono
Pro Community

We invite all our VLN community to 
review the VLN 2022-2025 strategic 
plan. The document is available on 
our website at:  

VLNMN.org/about-vln/
governance
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524 attorneys took a new case during FY21-22: 5,941 services were provided,  

including 915 provided at clinics and events, and 4,439 provided via telephone legal advice.

Top 10 MN Counties Served

29%

11%

13%

25%

9%

5%

8%

heNNepiN 2911

raMsey 1215

            aNoka 432

       Dakota 280

  WashiNgtoN 133

 stearNs 101

scott 76

Wright 55

carVer 42

sherburNe 41

Services Provided by 
Category of Law

housing ................................. 1701
Family ..................................... 1474
consumer ................................771 
criminal expungement .....621
immigration ...........................489
other/Miscellaneous ..........467
employment ...........................262

Client Gender
Female ...........................................................3671
Male ................................................................2190
Neither Male nor Female .......................... 50
unknown or blank ....................................... 30

Client Race and Ethnicity
african or black ........................................2447
asian or pacific islander ...........................179
hispanic or Latino .......................................726
Middle eastern ............................................... 42
Multiracial ......................................................184
Native american ..........................................145
White .............................................................2015
other ................................................................... 92
unknown, Not specified, or blank .....110

Types of Services Provided
clinic ..................................................................710

counsel and advice ................................313
brief service ...............................................331 

extended/Full representation ..............746
phone services ...........................................4184

counsel and advice .............................4037
brief service ...............................................132 

screening ........................................................259
Workshops/other paneled svcs .............. 42
totaL ............................................................5941

A volunteer lawyer assists a pro bono client during a VLN clinic.

In-Person Clinic Reopenings
VLN’s in-person legal clinics are crucial in meeting our goal to 
provide client-centered services. Our in-person clinics allow 
volunteers and staff to meet clients where they are, facilitate 
more robust relationships between volunteers and their clients, 
and provide opportunities for clients to receive higher levels of 
service — especially with non-English-speaking clients. 

We have begun reopening many of our in-person clinics that 
were closed due to the COVID-19 pandemic. In FY21-22, 
we reopened our Family Law Clinic at the Hennepin County 
Family Justice Center, the Second Chance Saturday criminal 
expungement clinic, and the Park Avenue Legal Clinic which 
celebrated 25 years of operation in 2022. 

In addition to reopening existing programs, VLN expanded our 
clinic offerings to meet community needs. In spring 2022, we 
launched a new clinic at Mercado Central in South Minneapolis 
in partnership with Unidos Minnesota to serve the Spanish-
speaking immigrant community.



2022 VLN Volunteer of the Year
Patricia Bloodgood
retired, Zimmerman Reed

Patricia Bloodgood grew up on Long 
Island. After attending a Catholic boarding 
school in Crookston, Minnesota, she went 
to college at the University of Minnesota. 
She is a 1984 graduate of the University of 
Wisconsin Law School. Patricia practiced 
law with Lockridge Grindal Nauen (and its 
predecessor iterations) for 20 years. In 
2008 she joined Zimmerman Reed. 

In 2017, Patricia started volunteering with VLN to lay the 
groundwork for what she hoped would be a purpose-driven 
retirement. Her plan 
worked. She is now 
essentially retired from 
ZR and happily keeping 
busy with volunteer 
legal work with VLN, 
among other pursuits.

We are so grateful 
to have Patricia’s 
presence in the VLN 
community and look 
forward to the amazing 
work she will do in the 
coming years.

2022 John D. Levine Pro Bono Distinguished 
Service Award

Susan Gallagher
Gallagher Law Office, LLC

Susan Gallagher is a sole practitioner and 
family law attorney and owner of Gallagher 
Law Office, LLC. Susan is recognized for her 
knowledge and experience in complex family 
law issues, including custody, finances, spousal 
maintenance, and the protection of nonmarital 
assets. She works with her clients to settle their 
case, but if settlement is not possible, she is a 
skilled trial lawyer. A registered nurse turned 

lawyer, Susan worked in Intensive Care Unit management, the Emergency 
Department, and as a helicopter rescue nurse.  

Susan earned her Juris Doctor in 1993 from William Mitchell College of 
Law. As a Rule 114 Qualified Neutral, Susan works as a mediator, arbitrator, 
early neutral evaluator, parenting consultant, custody evaluator, and 
special master. Susan is recognized as a Super Lawyer® and American 
Bar Association Fellow. Susan obtained certification as a Child and Family 
Forensic Evaluator through William James College in 2020. 

Susan serves on the Minnesota Women Lawyer’s Advisory Board and is 
an emeritus member of the Minnesota Association for Justice Board of 
Governors and the Executive Board of Minnesota Association of Family 
and Conciliation Courts. Susan is a Master of the Bench and President-
Elect in the Warren E. Burger American Inn of Court. 

Susan has been a volunteer attorney for Volunteer Lawyers Network since 
2003 and past Chair of the VLN Family Law Committee. We are very 
grateful for Susan’s dedication and skillful contributions to our community.
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VLN Volunteers go the Extra Mile
Despite the ongoing pandemic, more than 500 legal professional volunteers provided 5,941 services to our clients last year. VLN honored two 
of these extraordinary volunteers during our annual Riverfront Celebration on September 8, 2022.

Patricia Bloodgood with VLN Executive Director Tom 
Walsh at the Riverside Celebration. She and Susan 
Gallagher were both recognized for their volunteer 
contributions during the event held in September.

Susan Gallagher

Pro Bono
Pro Community

Patricia Bloodgood
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“My life is full of unfortunate circumstances, and the people at VLN know how hard 
it is to go through the legal system without proper representation. I honestly thank 
God for you folks. God bless every person who works for VLN.”

—2022 Housing Court Client

You Gave to the Max!
Thanks to all who donated during our Give to the Max campaign, VLN raised 
a record $24,836, including a generous $12,000 match from VLN’s Board 
of Directors. Your gift allows us to provide free legal aid for clients like Mary* 
(name changed). When Mary began searching for stable work, her record was 
an obstruction. “I started the process with VLN to get my record expunged, so 
I didn’t have to explain the worst night of my life to a stranger,” she explains. 
“[My volunteer lawyer] really took the time to understand what qualified 
for expungement... [She was] really respectful and careful in talking about 
it.” With this assistance, Mary was able to expunge her records and secure 
employment. “I’ve been able to go into a job application with confidence, and 
not have to deal with the trauma of explaining my past.”
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Many thanks to our generous donors!
Individual Donors
Frank Abramson
Robert Amos
Daniel Anderson
Mary Anderson
Kurt Anderson
Joy Anderson
Eric Anderson
Sarah Asch
Thomas Basting, Jr.
Jeanette Bazis
Matt Bazzano
John Beutler
Michael Blum
Robert Boisvert, Jr
Joanna Lynn Brofman
Jonathan Bruss
Elizabeth Bryant
Jonathan Bye
Karen Canon
Andrew Carlson
Mark Carter
Regina Chu
Joshua Ciernia
Eric Cooperstein
Patrick Courtemanche
Catherine Crane
Lee Cunningham
Clinton Cutler
Lindsay Davis
Diane DeVries
Elizabeth DeVries
Gregory Diedrich
Joseph Dixon, Jr.
Patricia Dolan
Holly Dolejsi

David Donlin
Celeste Dopp
Jennifer Doyle
Roger Dreher
Jaime Driggs
John Duffey
Daniel Dvorak
Ryan Eddy
Derek Ellis
Larry Espel
Peter Estall
Nancy Etzwiler
Jackson Evans
Derik Fettig
Frederick Finch
Robert & Linda Fisher
Sarah Fleegel
Paul Fling
Thomas Fraser
Taryn Garland
Cameron Garrison
Autumn Gear
Katherine Geneser
Katherine Golden
Peter Gorman
Peter Goss
Joseph Green
Rose Grengs
Anne Haaland
Erik Haltson
Bernadette Hanson
Lindsey Hanson
JaPaul Harris
Rochelle Hauser
Francia Hegre
Morgan Helme

Dan Herber
Marcus Hinnenthal
Richard Hodges
Sten Hoidal
Laurel Holschuh
Edward Hotchkiss
Theresa Hughes
Rachel Hughey
Deborah Jahn
Carrie Johnson
Daniel Johnson
Karl Johnson
Kevin Johnson
Jade Johnson
Kathleen Junek
Mary Beth Kehrwald
Bruce Kennedy
Mary Kiedrowski
Erika Klein
Karen Kopp
Sue Koritz
John Scott Kreighbaum
Ann Marie Ladd
Carol Lansing
Kristen Larson
Christopher Larus
Laurel Learmonth
Marcia Levine
Greda Lynn
Lynda Mader
Rom Madsen
Steven Maloney
William Manske
Matt McBride
Kevin McGrath
Jason McGraw

Bercaw McKelvey family
Calleigh McRaith
Carole Megarry
Jinjer Menge
Stephen Mertz
Lindsey Millard
Laurie Miller
Jason Miller
Yvonne Miller
Adine Momoh
Lydia Morley
Chuck Morris
Anthony Morris
Hannah Mosby
Mary Mulcahy
Evan Mulholland
Adam Nathe
Barbara Nicholson
Michael Obermueller
Erin Oglesbay
Jennifer Olson
Tonja Orr
Jayna Paquin
Trevor Parkes
Joseph Passe
Rajeshbhai Patel
Theodore Patton
Laurene Pellerite
Naomi Perman
Tom Pfeifer
Nancy Polomis
Michael Poncin
Suzanne Pontinen
Ana Pottratz Acosta
Timothy Rank
Evan Rattner

Andrea Rauser
Michael Reif
Joseph Richardson
Jonathan Riehle
Ruth Rivard
Jan Rivers
Thom Roethke
Christine Rogers
Jacob Rorem
Mary Rosen
Helen Rubenstein
Lillian Ryan
Dennis Ryan
Stephen Sabo
Joseph Satter
Sharon Sayles-Belton
Nicholas Scheiner
Suzanne Scheller
Sandra Schlafge
Mark Schneebeck
Steve Schreier
Paula Schulze
Mary Scott
Quin Seiler
Tim Sheehey
Yuka Shiotani
Rhona Shwaid
Todd Sicard
Mark Siegel
Mary Sieling
Michael Simpson
Erin Sindberg Porter
Michael Skoglund
James Snelson
Kiri Somermeyer
Matthew Spector

Mary Stanley
Leo Stern
Benjamin Stevens
Peter Stiteler
Mike Sullivan
James Swenson
Christy Szitta
Kelly Tautges
Amanda Tempel
Thomas Tinkham
Taylor Tinkham
Rebecca Tryon
Karla Valusek Strom
Kathryn Van Etta-Olson
Jacob Vandelist
Mary Vasaly
Michael Vitt
James Volling
Thomas Walsh
Eric Wanta
Katrina Wessbecker
Barbara White
Dorothy Wickens
James Wilkinson
Mary Wille
Edmund Wippler
Linda Wray
Anamaria Young
Mary Young
Julian Zebot
X. Kevin Zhao
Kristin Zinsmaster

In Memory of      
Alice Nouen
U.S. Federal District Court

Donations received July 1, 2021 - June 30, 2022

Pro Bono
Pro Community
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You changed 11,537 lives during FY21-22, including 4,698 children,       

    through the delivery of pro bono legal services in Minnesota.*

Services Provided at
Clinics, Events, Workshops
copaL ................................................................. 1
covid-19 pop up clinic ............................... 2
criminal expungement -                   

2nd chance saturday .....................20
Dignity center clinic ................................... 3
housing — anoka county ...................145
housing — hennepin county ............254
housing — ramsey county .................386
Jeremiah house clinic...............................13
Just Deeds ......................................................... 8
Legal access point clinic ..........................15
park avenue clinic ......................................21
pro se asylum clinic ..................................36
rural access clinic ........................................ 9
siJs (special immigrant Juvenile 

status) project ....................................27
Miscellaneous clinics ................................... 2

totaL ......................................................942

In Honor of Jonathan Bye, 
Catherine LaGrange, Robert 
Tunheim, & Leita Walker in 
recognition of their pro-bono work
Ballard Spahr LLP

In Honor of Spencer Davis-
VanNess, Brandon Vaughn, 
Brandom Pakkebier, Kaitlin Elk, 
Michael Reif, Marcus Guith, 
Jamie Wing, & Lindsey Hanson in 
recognition of their pro-bono work
Robins Kaplan LLP

Organizations
3M
American College of Bankruptcy 

Foundation
American Immigration Lawyers 

Association - Minnesota/Dakotas 
Chapter

Arthur, Chapman, Kettering, 
Smetak & Pikala, P.A.

Ballard Spahr LLP
Barnes & Thornburg LLP
Best & Flanagan LLP
Blackwell Burke P.A.
Central Minnesota Legal Services
Charities Aid Foundation
Charities Aid Foundation
The Cheesecake Factory
Ciresi Conlin LLP
Continental Diamond
Cowles Center for Dance and the 

Performing Arts
DeWalt, Chawla + Saksena  LLC
DeWitt LLP
Dock 6 Pottery

Dorsey & Whitney Foundation
Dykema Gossett PLLC
F.R. Bigelow Foundation
Faegre Drinker Biddle & Reath 

Foundation
Faegre Drinker Biddle & Reath LLP
Family Housing Fund
Fidelity Charitable
Fish & Richardson PC
Fourth Judicial District Court
Fredrikson & Byron Foundation
Fredrikson & Byron, P.A.
Gapen, Larson & Johnson, LLC
Greene Espel PLLP
Gustafson Gluek PLLC
Hellmuth & Johnson Foundation
Hennepin County Bar Foundation
Henson & Efron, P.A.
The Huntington National Bank
Jeffrey Rank and Elizabeth 

Andrews Fund
Larkin Hoffman Daly & Lindgren Ltd.
Lathrop GPM LLP
Lockridge Grindal Nauen P.L.L.P.
Maslon LLP
Meagher & Geer, P.L.L.P.
Merchant & Gould P.C.
Mid-Minnesota Legal Aid
Minnesota Continuing Legal 

Education
Minnesota Corporate Pro Bono 

Council
Minnesota Orchestra
Minnesota State Bar Foundation
Minnesota State Fair

Nichols Kaster, PLLP
Nilan Johnson Lewis PA
North Shore Scenic Railroad
Otto Bremer Trust
Park Tavern
Patterson Thuente Pedersen, P.A.
Pauly, DeVries Smith & Deffner, L.L.C.
Pentair PLC
R.F. Moeller Jeweler
Ramsey County Finance 

Department
RBC Foundation - USA
Rick Bronson’s House of Comedy
Robins Kaplan LLP
Robins Kaplan LLP Charitable 

Foundation
Ryan Companies
Saint Croix Vineyards
Saint Paul & Minnesota Foundation
Saint Paul Foundation
Schwebel, Goetz & Sieben, P.A.
Smith, Schafer & Associates, LTD
State of Minnesota 
St. Paul Saints
Stages Theatre Company
Stinson LLP
Suburban Ramsey County HUD
Surly Brewing Co.
Taft Stettinius & Hollister LLP
Target Corporation
Thomson Reuters
U.S. Federal District Court
Wild Mountain
Winthrop & Weinstine, P.A.

*approximate numbers

Riverfront 2022 attendees listen to keynote 
speaker Michelle HorovitzWe apologize if we missed you or made an error; please let us know so we can thank you properly.

Due to Covid-19, VLN clinic services 
decreased drastically after mid-March 2020.



board of directors 2021-2022
Dennis ryan, chair
 Faegre Drinker, Biddle, and reath llP (retired)

Karl Johnson, Vice chair & Treasurer
 Taft stettinius & Hollister llP

anne Haaland, secretary
 Henson & efron, Pa

esther agbaje
 William Mitchell college of law

Joy reopelle anderson
 Minnesota center for environmental advocacy

Matt Bazzano
 Wells Fargo

Jon Bye
 Ballard spahr, llP

Karen canon
 community Member

Mark carter 
 carter legal services, Pa

Dan Dvorak
 Huntington National Bank

Paul Fling
 Fox rothschild llP

autumn Gear
 Barnes & Thornburg llP

Peter Goss
 Pentair plc

lindsey Hanson
 robins Kaplan llP

The Honorable Judge JaPaul Harris
 state of Minnesota, second Judicial District

Dan Herber
 University of Minnesota Office of the General counsel

sten-erik Hoidal
 Fredrikson & Byron, Pa

Jade Johnson
 Gapen, larson and Johnson, llc

laurel learmonth
 Primus law Group

ron lundquist
 lundquist law Firm

Kwame Osafo-addo
 Kwame’s law Firm

Thomas Powell
 community Member

Gina robinson
 client representative

Michael l. skoglund
 cargill inc.

shawn sorrell
Hennepin county Department of community corrections 
and rehabilitation

Mike stinson 
 Dorsey & Whitney llP

Peter stiteler
 strategic education, inc.

Jake Vandelist 
 Target corp

Julian Zebot
 Maslon llP

alysia Zens
 Dorsey & Whitney llP

HcBa rePreseNTaTiVe
Michael Boulette
 Taft, stenninius & Holster, llP

Financial RePoRt July 1, 2021 - June 30, 2022

contributions   .................................767,902
service grants ...................................464,226
other income ...................................240,949
special events ...................................148,635
interest income ........................................105
seminar Fees & Manuals ........................ 56

totaL iNcoMe ..................$1,621,873

15%47%

29%

9%

Income

Assets

Liabilities

cash & cash equivalents ...............1,009,210
contributions receivable .................153,664
service grants receivable ................128,125
prepaid expenses.................................... 22,979
Net property & equipment ............... 56,506
other assets  ...............................................4,568

totaL assets ..........................$1,158,664

accrued payroll & related costs .................. 37,318
accrued compensated absences ................. 36,227
contract Liabilities .............................................. 19,000

totaL LiabiLities ........................................$92,545

600 Nicollet Mall, Suite 390A
Minneapolis, MN 55402

Pro Bono
Pro Community

Net Assets
Without restriction undesignated ...........435,204
board Designated for                                       

cash reserve Fund ........................................473,025
With restrictions  ...............................................157,890

Net assets ............................................... $1,066,119
totaL LiabiLities & Net assets ... $1,158,664

program services  .....................................1,229,788
Management & general ...........................218,101 
Fundraising ......................................................118,109

totaL eXpeNses ............................$1,565,998

8%
78%

14%

Expenses

Thank you!
Thank you for helping us fight for fairness and justice for struggling families and individuals in Minnesota 
who deserve a chance to thrive. Make a secure tax-deductible donation at VLNMN.org/donate


