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Housing Practice Tip (05/23/2022) 

Minnesota’s Eviction Moratorium Phase Out Update –  
What happens to stayed eviction cases after June 1? 

 
Minnesota’s eviction moratorium phase-out statute has prohibited the filing or proceeding of an 
eviction action for non-payment of rent when the tenant has a pending application from a qualified 
rental assistance program.1  This phase out protection is sunsetting on June 1.   Prior to June 1, if a 
landlord filed an eviction action for non-payment of rent and the tenant subsequently filed an 
application for rental assistance, the court would put a “stay” on the eviction case pending the result of 
the rental assistance application or June 1, which ever came first.  

As of June 1, there will be many cases still “stayed” pursuant to this statute.  Some cases are still stayed 
because they are still awaiting a payment or decision from a rental assistance program.  Some are still 
stayed because neither the landlord nor the tenant have notified the court of the results of the rental 
assistance application.  In anticipation of this June 1 deadline, district courts have been developing plans 
to handle these stayed cases. 

The details of what happens to these stayed cases after June 1 depends on the district court.  Below is a 
description of how each of the three districts where VLN works (Hennepin, Ramsey and Anoka) is 
handling the stayed cases.  Finally, after the descriptions of these three districts, there is a list of issues 
to be aware of when reviewing stayed eviction cases and providing legal advice. 

Hennepin: 

Hennepin County eviction cases that were stayed pursuant to a pending application with a qualified 
rental assistance program will be processed according with the standard language included in orders in 
each of its cases that were stayed.  That standard language is:  

 
1Minnesota Session Law 2021, 1st Special Session, Chapter 8 H. F. No. 4, Article 5, Sec. 4. “Notwithstanding any law 
to the contrary, including section 2, the filing of an eviction action or proceeding with an eviction action based on 
nonpayment of rent against a tenant with a pending application for assistance through an emergency rental 
assistance program authorized under the federal Consolidated Appropriations Act, 2021, Public Law 116-260, or 
the federal American Rescue Plan Act, 2021, Public Law 117-2, is prohibited. If the tenant reasonably has access to 
the information, the tenant must provide the landlord or court with proof of a pending application and reason for 
a delay, if any, in processing the tenant's application. This section expires June 1, 2022.” 

https://www.revisor.mn.gov/laws/2021/1/Session+Law/Chapter/8/
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If a case has been made confidential, it will remain confidential unless there is a request to lift the stay 
prior to June 15.  If the case was not made confidential, it will remain public.   

If either party requests that the stay be lifted prior to June 15, the court will issue a combined order 
lifting the stay and scheduling a new hearing.  Those orders will be sent to all parties.   At the discretion 
of the court, the order scheduling a new hearing may direct court staff to issue a new summons to the 
landlord, which would trigger service requirements before a case can continue.  Cases where no new 
summons is issued will not require re-serving the tenant.  The sole notice to tenant of a renewed 
hearing without the re-issuance of a summons would be a letter to the tenant with the hearing 
information. 

Ramsey: 

Ramsey County is sending a notice to all landlords with cases that have been stayed pursuant to a 
qualified, pending rental assistance application.  Landlords will be given two weeks to respond.   Ramsey 
County projects they have about 120 cases in this category.   
 
Depending on the response, the cases will either be dismissed and expunged, set for a new initial 
appearance hearing, or remain on the list of cases that will continue to be stayed.  If the case is 
dismissed and expunged, both parties will receive notification of the dismissal and expungement via to 
the addresses on file.  If a new hearing date is set, the court will NOT issue a new summons, thus no 
service on the tenant will be required.  Both parties will be sent a notice of the new hearing date to the 
addresses on file. 
  
Anoka: 

Anoka County is also sending a notice to all parties with a stayed eviction.  The notice will give parties 
two weeks to respond.  If no response is received, the case will be reviewed by a judge for dismissal and 
possible expungement.  If a response is received, the court will review the response and determine the 
next step, whether it be re-issuing a summons or providing notice to all parties of a new initial 
appearance hearing date.  If a new summons is issued, service upon the tenant(s) will be necessary.  If 
only a notice of a new hearing date is sent, both parties will be sent a notice of the new hearing date to 
the addresses on file.  Anoka projects it has approximately 36 stayed eviction cases. 

 

A couple of notes for volunteers handling cases that have been re-opened after having been stayed 
pursuant to the moratorium phase-out statute. 

  1.  Carefully read the court order that stayed the case and also any order re-opening the case.  
The specific orders in a case will govern how that case is handled.  The parties may have negotiated a 
settlement agreement very different from the court’s general policies.  Some courts are also reviewing 
specific cases before they are reopened.  If the case was made confidential and you can’t see the 
underlying orders, you or the client you are advising may request a copy of the confidential documents 



3 
 

from the court.  If you are at a housing court clinic, reach out to the clinic assistant to get help 
requesting the confidential documents. 

2.  If the court does not issue a new summons, the landlord may not need to re-serve the 
tenant.  The sole notice that will go out to the tenant will be a notice of hearing from the court to the 
last address on file.  This could result in many tenants not receiving actual notice of a new hearing.   

3.  The allegations in the complaint must match the relief the landlord is requesting.  If the 
landlord wants to include additional months of unpaid rent or grounds for the eviction, the complaint 
must be amended pursuant to Minn. R. Civ. Pro. 15.01.  In most circumstances, Rule 15 permits a party 
to amend a pleading one time prior to receiving an answer or thereafter by permission of the court or 
adverse party. 

4.  Not all stayed and dismissed cases will be expunged.  Of the one hand, it appears as though 
cases that were made confidential will remain confidential if the court does not order otherwise and no 
party tries to reopen the case.  And, while confidentiality prohibits the public from seeing the record, it 
does not remove a record from a tenant’s history.  On the other hand, those cases that remained public 
and were satisfied during the stayed period will remain public even if dismissed. If both situations, if no 
expungement is granted, a tenant will want to talk to a lawyer about moving for an expungement in the 
future. 

 

This is just a brief overview of potential issues we see at this point.  We expect other issues to arise as 
the prohibition of filing or proceeding with a case for non-payment of rent ends on June 1.   Please reach 
out to VLN’s housing court staff if you are advising on a case and need more specific information.  


