
Call To Action To Support 
Pre-Eviction Notice and Eviction Expungement Reform 

in Minnesota Legislature 2022 
 
 
Thank you for your interest in eviction reform. Right now, Minnesota’s statutes on eviction 
notice and eviction expungement are morbidly out of date.  Our state statutes allow tenants to 
be evicted without notice.  Additionally, our laws essentially allow eviction records to remain on 
tenants’ records without discretion:  regardless of whether the tenant wins, loses, or settles the 
case. These eviction records disproportionately affect low-income renters and make it almost 
impossible for them to find housing.  
 
You can make a difference.  We need your help engaging the Minnesota Senate on these two 
issues - Pre-Eviction Notice and Eviction Expungement Reform – either by making phone calls or 
writing letters to our Minnesota Senators. 
 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
Minnesota has a very high level of homelessness and is among the states with the tightest 
market for available and affordable low-income housing.  Exacerbated by Covid and job 
disruption.  It is estimated that thousands Minnesota families need homes and cannot find 
them.   
 
Many Minnesotan families cannot find housing because they have an eviction on their rental 
record.  Evictions are on a tenant’s record the moment the eviction is filed, regardless of the 
outcome, and are only removed upon a specific request to a court.  Many tenants don’t know 
to make this request.  Sometimes tenants didn’t even know the eviction was filed.  Other times, 
tenants will believe their satisfactory completion of a settlement agreement with the landlord 
made the eviction go away. 
 
 This legislative effort seeks to keep people housed by requiring: 
 

• landlords to give at least fourteen days’ notice before filing an eviction – so the parties 
can try to resolve any issues before going to court; and 

 
• Expunge (erase from public view) any cases that never resulted in an order to vacate – 

or are three years or older.   
 

 
Specifically, it seeks to: 
 



A. Grant immediate, mandatory and automatic expungement (without the tenant having 
initiate another court process) to eviction cases where: 

 

o no hearing was ever held; 
o the case was dismissed for any reason; 
o the tenant prevailed in the case;  
o the tenant had vacated the property before the court eviction order was entered; 
o the tenant had not been provided proper, legal notice;  
o where the settlement was fulfilled; or 
o the parties agreed to expungement. 

 

B. Grant automatic expungement (without the tenant having to initiate another court 
process) within three years of the issuing of a writ for eviction. 

 

C. Provide authority and discretion to the court to expunge records at any time where 
there is undue hardship on the renter, balancing the public’s short-term right to 
information about historic rental issues with the current impact on the renter. 

 

D. Provide all tenants written fourteen days’ prior notice and opportunity to pay prior to 
the filing of an eviction case, as well as information enabling tenants to access to legal 
advice to learn of their rights and defenses. 
 

E. Prohibit public access to an eviction action prior to the entering of an eviction writ in 
favor of the landlord. 

 
 
In the House, these reforms are included in H.F. 835.  There is not a companion bill in the 
Senate yet – but we hope that it will now get absorbed into the Governor’s Omnibus policy bill -
and that is what we are asking you to address. 
 
 
 REQUESTED ACTION: 
 
 
Please call or write your Senator and your Legislator.  You can find who represents you through 
this link: https://www.gis.lcc.mn.gov/iMaps/districts/ . 
 
The most effective action is a conversation or letter that is NOT scripted or a form letter but 
rather include the following elements: 
 

•  An introduction of yourself and your general interest in or concern about this matter.  
Identify that you are the legislator’s constituent - if you are. 
 

• A discussion of the needs and the facts – and the proposed solution.  Key themes: 
 



o Thousands of people are unable to find housing once they have eviction 
records – which are created when a case is filed (and stays on their record 
regardless of the outcome?).  In fact, much less than half the cases ever filed 
result in an eviction, because the landlord fails to appropriately plead their 
case, fails to serve the tenant properly, or enters into an agreement to settle 
the eviction matter with the tenant. But the record nonetheless follows the 
tenant.   [See, for example, the Hennepin County data in the Fact Sheet] 

 
o Tenants have limited access to legal advice to know how to expunge their 

records.  This type of legal access tends to be less available in rural areas. 
 

o Many situations could be amicably resolved without an evictions ever being 
filed if the landlord had given the tenants 14 days advance notice and the 
opportunity to cure before court.. 

 
o Cite what reforms we need [see description on page one, and also the 

attached Housing Data Sheet and Nan Etzwiler’s Submitted Testimony to the 
MN House.] 

 
 

• Then step back from the facts and speak to their “heart” – about how this will serve 
Minnesota families and children and how it should be universally supported.   This is 
good for all of Minnesota to have fewer people unhoused; it leads to stable 
neighborhoods, fewer children dropping out of school and more stability in our renal 
market; fewer people losing their jobs for lack of a home.  It severely affects families 
with children and pushes them into couch-hopping, shelters, or simply just out into the 
streets.  Perhaps even worse, our out-of-date laws create a second-class population that 
is forced to rent from slumlords who rent to people with evictions on their records at 
inflated rates and in poorly maintained properties, thus continuing a cycle of 
exploitation and marginalization.   

 
 

•  Finally - make the direct appeal, not just to support the policies, but specifically: 
 
• To prioritize it; 
• To reach out directly and promptly to Senator Rich Draheim, who is the Chair of 

the Senate Housing Finance and Policy Committee, and  to the Republican Senate 
leadership to support the inclusion of the Pre-Eviction Notice and Eviction 
Expungement Reform in the Omnibus Policy Bill.  

• To tweet their support publicly (this helps secure their engagement) 
 
Advise that you will check back with them in a week to see what their position is and 
what they have been able to accomplish.  
 



 
 
ADDITIONAL RESOURCES 
 
Please see the attached Fact Sheet, as well as Nan Etzwiler’s submitted testimony. 
 
 
FINAL COMMENTS 
 

• There are some legislators that might confuse this effort with city rent control efforts.  
This is not rent control and is not related to it.  The goal of THIS legislation is to simply 
keep people in their homes and reduced the number of families rendered unhoused.  

 
• There is also a big push in the legislature for “Bring It Home” - an initiative supported by 

many housing coalitions to pass more rent subsidies.  And there is a push to include in 
the bonding bill monies to building more low-income homes and to repairs existing low-
income housing to keep the housing we have.   While these initiatives are very 
important, the focus of OUR inquiry on Pre-eviction Notice and Eviction Expungement 
Reform. 

 
 

• If you have questions, feel free to contact: 
 
    Michael Dahl – Homeline        612-255-8865     homelinemn.org  
          
    Muria Kruger – Volunteer Lawyers Network    651-226-0471   muria.kruger@vlnmn.org 
 
    Nan Etzwiler – Volunteer Lawyer           651-367-4813     ngetzwiler@mac.com 


