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The Tough (Keep) Going

staff 2020-2021

BetterTogether

“I had no help, and Volunteer Lawyers Network 
was truly a lifesaver for me!” —Family Law client

If 2020 was trying, 2021 could best be 
described as fickle. Just as things seemed to 
be looking up, another roadblock was thrown 
in our path.

What are we to do now that the novelty 
of Zoom has well past worn out, the most 
restrictive early pandemic safety measures 
fail us, and new variants pop up seemingly out 
of nowhere?

If we take our guidance from you, our loyal 
and generous volunteers and donors, the 
answer is simple: we carry on.

VLN volunteers have been there for 
VLN clients for more than 50 years. As 
our community has faced record wealth 
inequality, historic housing shortages, job 
markets from nonexistent to robust, and civil 
rights protections that lag behind the realities 
of everyday life, you have been there.

Our various programs have made incredible 
strides this year. The Immigration Legal 
Services Program has helped dozens of 
Afghan refugees and their families. The 
Bankruptcy Program expanded its criteria to 
help more clients, often seniors, take powerful 
and decisive action against harassing 
creditors. The Housing Program has spread 

the word far and wide about every possible 
legal protection to keep people in their homes. 
When education was not enough, our staff 
and volunteers went to court to enforce those 
protections. 

Times are tough, but so are we. So are you. So 
are our clients.

These current crises are unlike any we’ve 
faced before. But face them we must. You 
continue to inspire me with your commitment 
to equal justice, a worthy pursuit that 
nonetheless requires enduring fortitude and 
patience in a time when even the present 
feels uncertain.

If there is one thing we have learned from 
the last few years, it’s that, together, we can 
handle whatever comes our way. Thank you 
for making that a reality.

With gratitude,

Thomas Walsh 
VLN Executive Director
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483 attorneys took a new case during FY20-21: 4,987 services were provided,  

including 145 provided at clinics and events, and 4,169 provided via telephone legal advice.

Areas of Law Covered During Services
Consumer.................................... 804

Bankruptcy / Debtor Relief ........ 334
Collect / Repo / Def / Garnsh ..... 116
Collection Practices /            

Creditor Harassment............. 110
Contracts / Warranties ................ 22
Loans / Installment Purchases ...... 4
Predatory Lending ......................... 1
Unfair Sales Practices ................. 62
Other Consumer / Finance ......... 155

Criminal reCord expungement ... 406

eduCation ....................................... 1
Student Financial Aid .................... 1

employment ................................ 222
Employment Discrimination ........ 19
Employee Rights........................ 130
Taxes (Not EITC) .......................... 10
Wage Claims & FLSA ................... 41
Other Employment ....................... 22

Family .................................... 1,545
Adoption ...................................... 15
Custody / Visitation ................... 679
Divorce / Sep / Annul ................. 491
Domestic Abuse........................... 60
Name Change.............................. 12
Parental Rights Termin................ 21
Paternity...................................... 27
Support ..................................... 152
Other Family ................................ 88

Housing ....................................... 974
Contract for Deed .......................... 1
Evictions ................................... 162
Homeownership/Real Property ....... 4
Landlord ...................................... 23
Mortgage Foreclosure .................... 4
Post-Eviction/Writ ......................... 4
Pre-Eviction (Notice to Quit) ........ 19
Title ............................................... 3
Lockout.......................................... 3
Repairs...................................... 100
Utilities ......................................... 1
Security Deposit .......................... 48
UD Expungement ....................... 274
(Blank) ...................................... 253
Other Housing ............................. 75

immigration / naturalization ... 440

inCome maintenanCe ................... 68
Unemployment Compensation ..... 68

individual rigHts ........................ 34
Civil Rights ................................... 1
Other Individual Rights ............... 33

Juvenile ......................................... 58
Minor Guardianship 

Conservatorship........................ 3
Neglected / Abused / Depend ........ 2
Other Juvenile.............................. 53

otHer / misCellaneous ............. 435
Criminal Referrals ....................... 19
Licenses (Drivers, Occ, Others) ... 21
Torts .......................................... 144
Wills & Estates .............................. 2
Tribal Court - Criminal .................. 2
Other Miscellaneous .................. 247

total ................................... 4,987

Top 10 MN Counties Served

31%

12%

16%

20%

9%
4%

8%

heNNepiN 2623

raMsey 735

              aNoka 292

           Dakota 234

       WashiNgtoN 146

      rice 108

    stearNs 85

   scott 66

   carVer 50

  Wright 44

Services Provided by 
Category of Law

Family ..................................... 1545
housing ....................................974
consumer ................................804 
other .........................................596
immigration ...........................440
criminal expungement .....406
employment ...........................222



2021 John D. Levine Pro Bono Distinguished 
Service Award

Dennis Ryan
Retired, Faegre Drinker Biddle & Reath LLP

Dennis has served Volunteer Lawyers Network in 
many capacities over the years. Despite recently 
retiring, he has not slowed down as a volunteer. In 
fact, he currently chairs the VLN Board of Directors. 

Dennis received his AB from Dartmouth College in 
1981 and his JD from the University of Iowa College 
of Law in 1984. He was an editor of the Iowa Law 
Review and a member of the Order of the Coif. 

Dennis practiced in the areas of bankruptcy, business reorganizations, 
distressed M&A and commercial finance until his retirement last year. 
Dennis co-chaired the Firm’s Bankruptcy Practice Team from 2012 to 
2019. The American College of Bankruptcy elected Dennis as a Fellow 
in 2012, and he served on the US Bankruptcy Court Practice Committee 
from 2012 through 2018. 

Dennis started at VLN in the early 1990s and was instrumental in 
founding the Debtor Screening Project. He is also an active member of 
the Benefactors’ Board, the body responsible for planning the Riverfront 
Celebration every year. On the Board of Directors, Dennis has led efforts to 
revamp the board nomination process to include an emphasis on recruiting 
new board members from diverse personal and professional backgrounds. 
He volunteered to fill a vacancy left by another board member who had to 
step down for the leadership track. 

Dennis is wise, thoughtful, and a tireless supporter of VLN and pro bono 
services. We are very grateful for his presence in and dedication to our 
community.
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VLN Volunteers go the Extra Mile

2021 VLN Volunteer of the Year
Roxanne Thorelli
Fredrikson & Byron, P.A.

Roxanne earned her J.D. from the 
University of Minnesota in 2017, cum 
laude. Roxanne works closely with her firm 
clients to understand their businesses 
and to ensure the overall fit and strategy 
of a transaction. Roxanne is also 
dedicated to pro bono work; she advises 
entrepreneurs and start-ups on a variety 

of business issues in addition to her work representing clients 
regarding unemployment-benefit appeal matters.

Roxanne’s Volunteer of the Year story is truly remarkable. She 
joined VLN’s volunteer force just last year, and in her application, 
she said she wanted to complete the HCBA’s Centennial Pro Bono 
Challenge – that would require her to complete 57 hours of pro 
bono before June 30, 2020. Now may be a good time to mention: 
she applied to volunteer on May 4, 2020! 

She volunteered in an area of great need in Spring 2020: 
employment. She began to take calls almost weekly, and took on 
several cases for full representation. Roxanne not only met her 
HCBA Centennial goal, but she still continued taking two VLN 
phone shifts per month after doing so. If she misses a client on the 
phone, she does not give up – she leaves messages and follows 
up with clients over the course of days and even weeks. Her care 
for her clients is an inspiration and goes far above and beyond our 
greatest expectations. We are so grateful to have her in the VLN 
community and are thrilled to see how much more amazing work 
she will do in the coming years.

Despite the ongoing pandemic, nearly 500 legal professional volunteers provided 4,987 services to our clients last year. VLN honored two of 
these extraordinary volunteers during our annual Riverfront Celebration.

Roxanne Thorelli

Dennis Ryan

BetterTogether
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“Without this program, 
low-income people like 
me could not get a 
chance to change their 
life without paying 
thousands of dollars.”

—Criminal Expungement client

Lifting a Burden to Change a Life

left: VLN Housing Project Attorney Beth Kelly delivers 
one of many virtual CLEs from the past year, this one on 
Eviction Expungement.

We were thrilled to safely host our 2021 Riverfront Celebration in person last 
year at the Nicollet Island Pavilion. We look forward to seeing you there again 
on Thursday, September 8, 2022!

That particular loss led her to Volunteer Lawyers 
Network for help. Ashley sought criminal expungement, 
a remedy under Minnesota law that seals certain 
criminal records after careful review by a judge.

Thanks to her and her attorney’s hard work and 
dedication, Ashley now enjoys a clean slate that 
enables her to do a job she loves: an activities 
assistant for older adults. She hopes one day to 
ascend to a director position.

“I feel like a heavy burden has been lifted off my 
shoulders,” Ashley said. “I don’t have this dark mark 
on my record.”

*Client’s name has been changed to protect their identity

At a young age, Ashley* ended up in jail due 
to circumstances surrounding her mental 
health. She sought treatment and has 
since received extensive help, overcome her 
challenges and turned her life around.

Which is why it was so difficult to lose out on 
great jobs because of her past.

“I applied to a tutoring service and they were 
about to hire me, but after the background 
check, they said they could not,” Ashley said. 
“They were disappointed; I was disappointed. 
It was very disheartening.”
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Many thanks to our generous donors!
Individual Donors
Mazen Abdel-Ghani
Frank & Barb Abramson
Ana Pottratz Acosta
James Altman
Alecia Anderson
Carissa Anderson
Eric Anderson
Joy Anderson
Kurt Anderson
Mary Anderson
Shannon Anthony
Linda Baggio
James Baillie
Jill Barnett
Matt Bazzano
Paul Beck
Joan Bibelhausen
Adam Bloomberg
Jodie Boderman
Robert Boisvert, Jr
Joanna Lynn Brofman  

& Charles Levin
Patrick Burns
Karen Canon
Emmy Cao
Andrew Carlson
Kristina Carlson
Louise Carpentier
Mark Carter
Andrea Carty
Michael Cherian
Hon. Regina Chu
Karin Ciano
Hon. Rachel Clark Hughey

Eric Cooperstein
Catherine Crane
Clinton Cutler
Bree Dalager
Hon. Margaret Daly
Ricky DeMello
Jessica & Emory Denby
D. Charles DeVries
Kate DeVries Smith
Joseph Dixon, Jr.
Nathan Dodge
Jennifer Doyle
Roger Dreher
Jaime Driggs
Daniel Dvorak
Ryan Eddy
Jennifer Ede
Derek Ellis
Jason Engelhart
Larry Espel & Cynthia 

Hasselbusch
Nancy Etzwiler
Alyssa Fabia
Frederick Finch
Dr. Robert & Linda Fisher
Hon. William Fisher
Mia Friedman
Taryn Garland
Jenny Gassman-Pines
Ayn Gates
Autumn Gear
John Geelan &        

Megan Feeney
Donna Gies
Peter Goldberg

Cheetah Goletz
Peter Gorman &   

Diane Dube
Peter Goss
Deborah Green
Jeremy Greenhouse
Teresa Greenwald
Bruce Gregoire
Rose Grengs
Anne Haaland
Jodie Hagstrom Crist
Christopher Hanrahan
Lindsey Hanson
Margretta Hanson
Christopher Harayda
Hon. JaPaul Harris
Nils Haugen
Jerry Helfand
Cara Helper
Dan Herber
Chance Hodges
Richard Hodges
David Hoiland
Jade Holman
Laurel Holschuh
Edward Hotchkiss
Daniel Johnson
Jade Johnson
Karl Johnson
Kevin Johnson
Patrick Johnson
Sharon Jones
Kathleen Junek
Linda Keesling
Megan Kelley

Bruce Kennedy
Karen Kepler
Nicole Kettwick
Dina Khaled
Mary Kiedrowski
Chandra Kilgriff
Gregory Kishel
Sue Kjelvik
Erika Klein
Julia Klein
Sherri Knuth
John Scott Kreighbaum
Eric Kuczaboski
Ruthanne Kurth-Schai
Ann Marie Ladd
John Lamey, III
Carol Lansing
Erica Larson
Gary Larson
Kristen Larson
Abigail Laursen
James Levine
Marissa Linden
Don Liu
Greda Lynn
Thomas Lyons
Daniel Mabley
Lynda Mader
Kristen Mainz
Kerstin & David March
Steve Marchese
Theresa Mason
Matt McBride
Kevin McGrath
Anne McShane

Jinjer Menge
Stephen Mertz
Susie Meyer
DeRaye Miller
Jason Miller
Laurie Miller
Michael Millios
Brandon Moersch
Adine Momoh
Anthony Morris
Aimee Mouchet
Cezar Nita
Erin Oglesbay
Jennifer Olson
Nancy Olson
Mark Oyaas
Jayna Paquin
Charles & JoAnne 

Parsons, Jr.
Joseph Passe
Theodore & Elizabeth 

Patton
Laurene Pellerite
Dave Peterson
Tom Pfeifer
Suzanne Pontinen
Frank Popplewell
Jeffrey Proulx
Michael Pysno
Rebecca Randen
Michael Reif
Elizabeth Reutter
Joseph Richardson
Jan Rivers
Jennifer Roben

Jacqueline Rolfs
Helen Rubenstein
Dennis Ryan
Lillian & Douglas Ryan
Joseph Satter
Sharon Sayles-Belton
Noreen Schertler
Lilo Schluender
Mark Schneebeck
James Schwebel
Lori Selman
Mary Senkbeil
Tim Sheehey
Eric Sherman
Mark Siegel
Mary Sieling
Anne Sinner
Michael Skoglund
Jeff Smith
Shawn Sorrell
Sonya Southward 

Peterson
Matthew Spector
Mary Stanley
Benjamin Stevens
Michael Stinson
Peter Stiteler
Lisa Swaminathan
James Swenson
Christy Szitta
Raymond Tahnk-Johnson
Kelly Tautges
Amanda & Mark Tempel
Paul Thissen
Mary Thomas

Donations received July 1, 2020 - June 30, 2021

BetterTogether
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You changed 9,874 lives during FY20-21, including 4,176 children,       

    through the delivery of pro bono legal services in Minnesota.*

Services Provided at
Clinics, Events, Workshops
covid-19 pop Up clinic ............................... 3
Dignity center clinic .................................11
eviction expungement clinic .................. 2
housing court clinic ..................................50
housing - anoka county .........................15
housing - ramsey county .......................47
Jeremiah house clinic................................. 9
Just Deeds ......................................................... 1
Legal access point clinic ............................ 1
park avenue clinic ........................................ 6 
siJs (special immigrant Juvenile 

status) project ....................................18

totaL ............................................................163

Alissa Thorsland
Thomas Tinkham
Ben Tozer
Kathryn Van Etta-Olson
Jake Vandelist
Hon. Mary Vasaly
Michael Vitt
James Volling
Jane Wallace
Thomas Walsh
Katrina Wessbecker
Margaret Westin
Barbara White
Wendy Willson Legge
Edmund Wippler
Adam Wirtzfeld
Rosalie Wosepka
Linda Wray
Julian Zebot

In Memory of 
Bricker Lavik 
Karen Canon
Sudheer Chava
Amy Ebert
Theresa Hughes
Sue Kjelvik
Tonja Orr
Carla Tollefsrud
Hon. Mary Vasaly
Claire Zeise
Alysia Zens

In Memory of
George Carpenter for Juliet 

Holmes-Smith
the Judges and Magistrate Judges 

of the United States District Court 
for the District of Minnesota for 
Kris Kreuziger

In Honor of 
Robert Amos for the Kruger/Amos 

Family
Charlie Nelson for Hannah Brown

Organizations
American College of Bankruptcy 

Foundation
Anthony Ostlund Baer &  

Louwagie P.A.
Ballard Spahr LLP
Barnes & Thornburg LLP
Best & Flanagan LLP
Bowman and Brooke LLP
Cargill, Inc.
Consumer Justice Center
Dorsey & Whitney Foundation
Dorsey & Whitney LLP
Dykema Gossett PLLC
F.R. Bigelow Foundation
Faegre Drinker Biddle & Reath LLP
Fish & Richardson PC
Fox Rothschild LLP
Fredrikson & Byron Foundation
Fredrikson & Byron, P.A.
Gustafson Gluek PLLC

Hennepin County Bar Association 
Hennepin County Bar Foundation
Henson & Efron, P.A.
Highland Bank
Lathrop GPM LLP
Legal Services Advisory Committee
Maslon LLP
Medica
Merchant & Gould P.C.
Minnesota Chapter Federal Bar 

Association
Minnesota Corporate Pro Bono 

Council
Minnesota Lawyers Mutual 

Insurance Company
Minnesota State Bar Foundation
Nilan Johnson Lewis PA
Otto Bremer Trust
Pentair plc
Pohlad Family Foundation
Robins Kaplan LLP
Saint Paul Foundation
Target Corporation
TCF Bank
TCF Foundation
Thomson Reuters
U.S. Federal District Court
Wells Fargo
Winthrop & Weinstine, P.A.
Xcel Energy
Zelle LLP

*approximate numbers

We apologize if we missed you or made an error; please let us know so we can thank you properly.

Due to Covid-19, VLN clinic services 
decreased drastically after mid-March 2020.

“I’m so thankful 
because finally 
my kid has good 
[immigration] 
status.” 

—Immigration client



board of directors 2020-2021
sten-erik Hoidal, chair
 Fredrikson & Byron, Pa

Dennis ryan, Vice chair
 Faegre Drinker, Biddle, and reath llP (retired)

Karl Johnson, secretary
 Taft stettinius & Hollister llP

esther agbaje
 ciresi conlin, llc

Joy reopelle anderson
 Minnesota center for environmental advocacy

Matt Bazzano
 Wells Fargo

Jon Bye
 Ballard spahr, llP

Karen canon
 retired

Mark carter 
 carter legal services, Pa

Dan Dvorak
 The Huntington National Bank

autumn Gear
 Barnes & Thornburg llP

Peter Goss
 Pentair plc

anne Haaland
 Henson & efron, Pa

The Honorable Judge JaPaul Harris
 state of Minnesota, second Judicial District

Dan Herber
 University of Minnesota General counsel

rachel Hughey
 Merchant & Gould, P.c.

Jade Johnson
 Gapen, larson and Johnson, llc

laurel learmonth
 Primus law Group

ron lundquist
 lundquist law Firm

Kwame Osafo-addo
 Kwame’s law Firm

Thomas Powell
 community Member

Mardell Pressler
 Mardell Pressler, llc

Michael reif
 robins Kaplan llP

Gina robinson
 client representative

Michael l. skoglund
 cargill inc.

shawn sorrell
Hennepin county Department of community corrections 
and rehabilitation

Mike stinson 
 Dorsey & Whitney llP

Peter stiteler
 Fox rothschild llP

Jake Vandelist 
 Jones Day

The Honorable Judge Mary Vasaly
 state of Minnesota

Julian Zebot
 Maslon llP

alysia Zens
 Dorsey & Whitney llP

Financial RepoRt July 1, 2020 - June 30, 2021

contributions   .................................851,252
service grants ...................................463,968
special events ...................................159,716
other income ........................................3,253 
interest income ........................................128
seminar Fees & Manuals ........................ 75

totaL iNcoMe ............$1,478,392

11%
58%

31%

<1%
<1%
<1%

Income

program services  .......................1,188,586
Management & general .............215,736 
Fundraising .......................................... 94,270

totaL eXpeNses ........$1,498,592

7%

79%

14%

Expenses

Assets

Liabilities

cash & cash equivalents ...............1,009,310
contributions receivable ................... 77,294
service grants receivable ................113,750
prepaid expenses.................................... 25,127
Net property & equipment ............... 91,601
other assets  ...............................................4,568

totaL assets .....................$1,321,650

totaL Net assets ..............$988,501

accounts payable ......................................9,824
accrued payroll ....................................... 23,340
accrued compensated absences ... 38,336
contract Liabilities ................................ 28,500
Long-term Debt  ..................................233,149

totaL LiabiLities ................$333,149

600 Nicollet Mall, Suite 390A
Minneapolis, MN 55402

Thank you!
Thank you for helping us fight for fairness and justice for struggling families and individuals 
in Minnesota who deserve a chance to thrive and achieve self-sufficiency. To help VLN, 
please go to VLNMN.org/donate to make a secure tax-deductible donation.

BetterTogether


