
 

 

 

Emergency Executive Order 20-14 

Suspending Evictions and Writs of Recovery During the COVID-19 Peacetime 
Emergency 

I, Tim Walz, Governor of the State of Minnesota, by the authority vested in me by the 
Constitution and applicable statutes, issue the following Executive Order: 

The COVID-19 pandemic presents an unprecedented challenge to our State. Minnesota has taken 
proactive steps to ensure that we are ahead of the curve on COVID-19 prevention and response. 
On March 13, 2020, I issued Executive Order 20-01 and declared a peacetime emergency 
because this pandemic, an act of nature, threatens the lives of Minnesotans, and local resources 
are inadequate to address the threat. In Executive Order 20-01, I directed all state agencies to 
submit proposed orders and rules to protect and preserve public health and safety. 

In Minnesota Statutes 2019, section 12.02, subdivision 1(2), the Minnesota Legislature 
recognized the “existing and increasing possibility of the occurrence of natural and other 
disasters of major size and destructiveness” and conferred upon the Governor the emergency and 
disaster powers provided in Chapter 12 to “ensure the preparations of this state will be adequate 
to deal with disasters” to “generally protect the public peace, health, and safety” and to “preserve 
the lives and property of the people of the state.” Pursuant to Minnesota Statutes 2019, section 
12.21, subdivision 1, the Governor has general authority to control the state’s emergency 
management as well as carry out the provisions of Minnesota’s Emergency Management Act.  
Pursuant to subdivision 3 of that same section, the Governor may “make, amend, and rescind the 
necessary orders and rules to carry out the provisions” of Minnesota Statutes, Chapter 12. When 
approved by the Executive Council and filed in the Office of the Secretary of State, such orders 
and rules have the force and effect of law during the pendency of a peacetime emergency. Any 
inconsistent rules or ordinances of any agency or political subdivision of the state are suspended 
during the pendency of the emergency. Any person who willfully violates such an order or rule is 
guilty of a misdemeanor. 

Housing insecurity because of involuntary unemployment, extended sickness, or required 
quarantine as a result of a public health emergency in Minnesota is a subject of general concern. 
Losing a home is catastrophic at any time, and during the COVID-19 peacetime emergency in 
particular, losing housing endangers the public peace, health, and safety of all Minnesotans. 
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Public health and safety are promoted by stabilizing households which, through no fault of their 
own, may suddenly have the inability to afford rent. Providing a temporary moratorium on 
eviction actions allows these households to remain stably housed as they safeguard the health of 
themselves, their families, and other Minnesotans. Current laws and rules do not allow for 
cessation of notices to terminate tenancies, eviction actions, or issuing of writs of recovery 
during the COVID-19 pandemic. 

On March 18, 2020, the President announced that the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban 
Development will suspend all foreclosures and evictions until April 30, 2020. As of March 18, 
2020, more than 24 other states, counties, cities, and judicial districts across the nation had 
issued directives suspending evictions. Restricting evictions is a vital tool to keep Minnesotans in 
their homes to mitigate the community spread of COVID-19 in Minnesota and nationwide. 

For these reasons, I order as follows: 

1. Beginning no later than March 24, 2020 at 5:00 pm, and continuing for the duration 
of the peacetime emergency declared in Executive Order 20-01 or until this Executive 
Order is rescinded, for property owners, mortgage holders, or other persons entitled to 
recover residential premises after March 1, 2020 because a household remains in the 
property after a notice of termination of lease, after the termination of the redemption 
period for a residential foreclosure, after a residential lease has been breached, or 
after nonpayment of rent, the ability to file an eviction action under Minnesota 
Statutes 2019, section 504B.285 or 504B.291 is suspended. This suspension will 
allow households to remain sheltered during the peacetime emergency. Nothing in 
this Executive Order relieves a tenant’s obligation to pay rent. This suspension does 
not include eviction actions based on cases where the tenant seriously endangers the 
safety of other residents or for violations of Minnesota Statutes 2019, section 
504B.171, subdivision 1. 

2. Beginning no later than March 24, 2020 at 5:00 pm, and continuing for the duration 
of the peacetime emergency declared in Executive Order 20-01 or until this Executive 
Order is rescinded, all residential landlords must cease terminating residential leases 
during the pendency of the emergency, except where the termination is due to the 
tenant seriously endangering the safety of other residents or for violations of 
Minnesota Statutes 2019, section 504B.171, subdivision 1. 

3. Beginning no later than March 24, 2020 at 5:00 pm, and continuing for the duration 
of the peacetime emergency declared in Executive Order 20-01 or until this Executive 
Order is rescinded, all officers who hold a writ of recovery of premises and order to 
vacate must cease executing such writs as required by Minnesota Statutes 2019, 
section 504B.365, subdivision 1, with the exception of writs of recovery designated 
as a priority execution under Minnesota Statutes 2019, section 504B.365, subdivision 
2, for any order to vacate that is based on an eviction under Minnesota Statutes 2019, 
section 504B.171, or on the basis that the tenant seriously endangered the safety of 
other residents. 
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4. Financial institutions holding home mortgages are requested to implement an 
immediate moratorium on all pending and future foreclosures and related evictions 
when the foreclosure or foreclosure-related eviction arises out of a substantial 
decrease in income or substantial out of pocket medical expenses caused by the 
COVID-19 pandemic, or any local, state or federal governmental response to 
COVID-19. Financial institutions are also strongly urged not to impose late fees or 
other penalties for late mortgage payments related to the COVID-19 pandemic. 

5. Pursuant to Minnesota Statutes 2019, section 12.45, a person who willfully violates 
paragraphs 1, 2, or 3 of this Executive Order is guilty of a misdemeanor and upon 
conviction must be punished by a fine not to exceed $1,000, or by imprisonment for 
not more than 90 days. The Attorney General may also seek any relief available 
pursuant to Minnesota Statutes 2019, section 8.31. 

6. This Executive Order does not apply to properties on federal tribal trust land. 

7. Nothing in this Executive Order shall in any way restrict state or local authority to 
order any quarantine, isolation, or other public health measure that may compel an 
individual to remain physically present in a particular residential real property. 

Pursuant to Minnesota Statutes 2019, section 4.035, subdivision 2, and section 12.32, this 
Executive Order is effective immediately upon approval by the Executive Council. It remains in 
effect until the peacetime emergency declared in Executive Order 20-01 is terminated or until it 
is rescinded by proper authority. 

A determination that any provision of this Executive Order is invalid will not affect the 
enforceability of any other provision of this Executive Order. Rather, the invalid provision will 
be modified to the extent necessary so that it is enforceable. 

Signed on March 23, 2020. 

_____________________________________ 
Tim Walz 
Governor 

Filed According to Law: 

Steve Simon 
Secretary of State 
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_____________________________________ 

Approved by the Executive Council on March 23, 2020: 

Alice Roberts-Davis 
Secretary, Executive Council 

Filed March 23, 2020
Office of the Minnesota
Secretary of State,
Steve Simon
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