
 
Housing Practice Tip (7.20.20)  

 
Minnesota’s Updated Eviction Moratorium: Executive Order 20-79 

 

On July 13, Minnesota’s peacetime emergency was renewed, thereby extending the eviction 
moratorium on residential properties in Minnesota until at least August 12.1   

At the same time, Walz issued a new Executive Order (“EO”) regarding evictions (EO 20-79) which is 
effective starting August 4.  The new EO rescinds the previous executive orders suspending evictions 
(20-14 and 20-73) but renews the exceptions to the eviction moratorium listed in those orders while at 
the same time setting forth new, additional exceptions.  These exceptions dial back the moratorium 
slightly.  Below are highlights of some of the most important changes EO 20-79 enacts. 

Seven-day notice: 

EO 20-79 requires a 7-day written notice, or longer if required by the lease, prior to filing an eviction for 
any of the grounds permitted in the new EO.  

The exceptions: 

EO 20-79 renews the following exceptions to the eviction moratorium:   

• Violations of Minn. Stat. 504B.171, subd. 1 (certain criminal acts), and 
• Seriously endangering the safety of other residents OR seriously endangering the safety 

of others in common areas or on the curtilage of the premises.   

EO 20-79 sets forth the following new exceptions to the eviction moratorium: 

• Holding over after receiving proper notice to vacate where the property owner or a 
family member of the property owner intends to move into the property within 7 days 
after the tenant vacates, and  

• Materially violating a residential lease by causing significant property damage on the 
premises, including the common area and curtilage. 

Writs prior to March 25: 

EO 20-79 now permits the enforcement of writs issued as the result of an eviction judgement entered 
prior to 5:00pm on March 24. 

 

 

 
1 https://www.leg.state.mn.us/archive/execorders/20-
78.pdf?utm_content=buffer93122&utm_medium=social&utm_source=facebook.com&utm_campaign=buffer&fbcl
id=IwAR2MY9XIwF_9Z1q4-1NwaTiBxv61oGc5WU7t_zGjRb00Cnk00z6oGQ11iXw 



 
Violation a misdemeanor: 

While not new, filing eviction actions in violation of this and previous EO’s continues to be a 
misdemeanor and the AG’s office is continuing to help with enforcement.  Complaints to the AG’s office 
can be made here.   

Rent still required, but help is on the way: 

Nothing in the previous EOs nor in the current EO modifies a tenant’s requirement to pay rent.   

Also announced last week was $100 million of rental assistance.  The $100 million will be delivered to 
local organizations who apply for the right to distribute the money.  State officials expect that renters 
will be able to begin the application process for rental assistance in early August.  Information about 
eligibility can be found here. 

Tenants needing immediate rental assistance can start with the information here. 

 


