
annual report
Fiscal Year 2017-2018

Growing for the Future

Volunteer Lawyers Network 

uses the power of volunteers 

to protect and enforce the 

legal rights of low-income 

Minnesotans.

A VLN client smiles as she works with a volunteer 
attorney to clear her eviction record, enabling 
her to find safer and more affordable housing.



Mother and Daughter Find a Path Home

Before having an eviction expunged from her 
record, Natasha and her daughter dealt with 
slum lords and finding space in shelters.
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The Power of Change
The ancient Greek philosopher Heraclitus is credited with saying, ”There is nothing as permanent as 
change.” Heraclitus’s words certainly applied to VLN this past year. In December 2017, after almost 
seven years in our current location, VLN moved into shared office space with the Hennepin County 
Bar Association and the Minnesota State Bar Association. In February 2018, after eighteen years with 
the organization, the last eight as executive director, Sue Pontinen retired from VLN.  In addition to 
Sue, several longtime employees departed, their years of service amounting to well over 50 years of 
work experience at VLN. By the end of the year, many of us at VLN had our fill of change.

Through all the internal changes at VLN, we remind ourselves that what has not changed is the need 
for Volunteer Lawyers Network and the services provided by our hundreds of volunteer attorneys. Our 
community depends on the commitment and dedication of VLN’s volunteers to 
prevent families from losing homes to evictions, provide a fresh start to working-
class families through bankruptcy, help new Americans become citizens, and 
remove barriers to employment and opportunity caused by court records.

VLN and our volunteers can take pride in the accomplishments of the past year. 
As you read the stories in this report, you will see how the work of our volunteers 
empowered clients to change and transform their clients. And I, for one, cannot 
wait to reflect on the change caused by our volunteers in 2018-19.

Thank you, Thomas Walsh, VLN Executive Director  
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“I was treated just as a paying customer–    
 with dignity and respect.”

—VLN pro bono client

Volunteers Help Pave the Way to Housing Opportunities

VLN’s Eviction Expungement Clinics were created 
in partnership with the Corporate Pro Bono 
Council and the Greater Twin Cities United Way. 
During the first five clinics, volunteer lawyers 
helped 48 clients clear their eviction records.

Natasha was a client at the November 2017 eviction 
expungement clinic. She had one eviction on her 
record from her very first apartment, where she 
moved when she was just 20 years old. She had 
been living with her boyfriend, who eventually 
stopped contributing to the rent. The relationship 
went bad, and it ended with Natasha and her 
boyfriend being evicted from their apartment. 

After her eviction, Natasha learned the devastating 
effect it had on her ability to find a place to live.

“I didn’t know that rental history was that important,” 
she explains.

After years of living with others and living in 
substandard housing with her young daughter, 
Natasha came to the eviction expungement clinic. 

With the help of pro bono attorney David March, 
Natasha received assistance drafting her eviction 
expungement motion. Her motion was ultimately 
granted by the court. 

“Having a home is really meaningful for my daughter,” 
says Natasha. It’s a place “for her to watch cartoons 
and just be a regular child. Homelessness is not 
something that she has to face. You wouldn’t want 
your child to ever face homelessness.” 

As for her own personal meaning of home, Natasha 
explains, “Home is a place you can go to escape. Life 
is hard. I didn’t have that escape because I had to 
live with other people.”

But now, through the work of VLN volunteers, 
Natasha has a safe place called home.

An eviction is attached to a tenant’s record the moment it is filed. 
It does not matter if the eviction had merit, was dismissed prior 
to a court hearing, or if the tenant and landlord worked out an 
agreement whereby the tenant continued to live on the property. 

The effect of an eviction on a tenant’s record can be devastating. 
In an already tight rental market, tenants searching for 
affordable housing with evictions on their records have even 
fewer options. And frequently, the options that do exist are in 
the hands of opportunistic landlords who know that tenants who 
have difficulty finding and maintaining housing are less likely to 
complain about inadequate living conditions. 

In spring 2017, VLN, the Corporate Pro Bono Council, and 
the Greater Twin Cities United Way decided to join forces to 
assist low-income tenants in drafting motions for eviction 
expungement. Each partner plays an important role in this 

program. The United Way reaches out to its social service 
provider network to publicize the services of the clinic to tenants 
who might not otherwise hear about these opportunities. The 
CPBC brings the lawyer-power. So far, 39 CPBC volunteers 
(lawyers and paralegals) have helped low-income tenants draft 
motions to expunge evictions. VLN provides technical assistance 
with the case workup before the clinic, then afterward places the 
cases for full representation. Volunteer attorneys from Faegre 
Baker Daniels LLP have stepped up to assist with filing and 
representation of clients at their eviction expungement hearing.

The eviction expungement clinic convenes quarterly in North 
Minneapolis, most frequently at the North Minneapolis Library. 
During its first five clinics, 48 clients have been served, and 
corporate pro bono volunteers have drafted 58 eviction 
expungement motions that were ultimately filed in court. Of 
those, 48 have been granted by the court.

“Without my 
volunteer attorney’s 
help, I would not 
have the ability to 
exit homelessness.”

—VLN pro bono client



Housing Court Clinic .................1,387
Legal Access Point Clinic .........1,152
Family Justice Clinic ...................1,358
Park Avenue Clinic ........................ 570 
Conciliation Court Clinics .......... 521

692 attorneys took a new case during FY17-18: 8,914 services were provided,  

including 6,111 provided at clinics and events, and 1,693 provided via telephone legal advice.

Areas of Law Covered During Services
Consumer................................. 1,608

Bankruptcy / Debtor Relief ........ 753
Collect / Repo / Def / Garnsh ..... 382
Collection Practices /            

Creditor Harassment............... 93
Contracts / Warranties .............. 157
Loans / Installment Purch ............. 6
Other Consumer / Finance ........... 75
Public Utilities............................... 2
Unfair Sales Practices ............... 140

Criminal reCord expungement ... 893

employment ................................ 329
Employment Discrimination ........ 23
Emply Rights ............................. 154
Other Employment ....................... 72
Sex Discrimination / Job ................ 1
Taxes Not EITC ............................... 8
Wage Claims & FLSA ................... 71

Family ....................................... 2,359
Adoption ...................................... 28
Adult Guardianship ....................... 1
Custody / Visitation ................... 930
Divorce / Sep / Annul ................. 588
Domestic Abuse......................... 120
Name Change.............................. 23
Other Family .............................. 287
Parental Rights Termin................ 16
Paternity...................................... 52
Support ..................................... 314

Housing .................................... 1,944
Fed Subsidized Housing ................ 5
Homeownership / Real Prop....... 105
Housing Discrimination ................. 2
Mobile Homes ................................ 4
Mort Foreclosure not Pred Lending ... 5
Other Housing ............................... 5
Private Landlord / Tenant ....... 1,782
Public Housing ............................ 36

immigration / naturalization ... 984
inCome maintenanCe ................... 51

Food Stamps / Commodities.......... 1
Other Income Maintenance............ 5
Social Security (Not SSDI).............. 8
SSDI .............................................. 3
SSI................................................. 6
State & Local Income Maint .......... 1
Unemployment Compensation ..... 27

individual rigHts ...................... 102
Civil Rights ................................. 26
Other Individual Rights ............... 76

Juvenile ......................................... 57
Emancipation ................................ 1
Minor Guardianship 

Conservatorship........................ 3
Neglected / Abused / Depend ........ 9
Other Juvenile.............................. 44

otHer / multiple topiCs ........... 581
Adv Directives / Powers of Attorney ...3
Criminal Referrals ..................... 116
Licenses (Drivers, Occ, Others) ... 37
Other Miscellaneous .................. 161
Torts .......................................... 242
Wills & Estates ............................ 22

total ................................... 8,914

1420

570

1231

1042

577

Number of Services 
Provided at Major Clinics

Services Provided by Category of Law

71%

10%

5%

4%

3%

2%

Hennepin .............6282
Ramsey .................... 951
Dakota .................... 398 
Anoka ...................... 377
Washington .......... 120
Carver .........................51
Wright ........................32
Stearns .......................31
Winona ......................18 
Watonwan ...............17

FAmiLy 26% (2,359) 

HouSing 22% (1,944)

ConSumeR 18% (1,608)

immigRAtion 11% (984)

CRiminAL exPungement 10% (893)

emPLoyment 4% (329)

otHeR 9% (797)
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VLN Volunteers go the Extra Mile

2018 VLN Volunteer of the Year
Noel Evans of Thomson Reuters is a longstanding and proactive 
volunteer. Noel exemplifies the spirit of pro bono by protecting clients’ 
assets through VLN’s letters to creditors program, which stops and 
prevents debtor harassment. She is well known and appreciated among 
VLN staff as someone who frequently asks for more pro bono work! In 
fact, shortly after VLN informed Noel she was the 2018 Volunteer of the 
Year, she emailed asking for five more cases.

Noel received her Juris Doctorate from the University of North Dakota 
School of Law, where she was a member of the Law Review and Order of 

the Coif. Noel has worked for Thomson Reuters for over 15 years, and she has provided pro 
bono representation to clients on behalf of VLN and Advocates for Human Rights for at least 
15 years. Noel has, in her own words, “a special passion for pro bono work, as it offers an 
opportunity to give back to those less fortunate and in dire need of legal representation.”

2018 John D. Levine Pro Bono Distinguished Service Award
Kate DeVries Smith of Pauly, DeVries Smith and Deffner L.L.C., is a true 
champion of VLN. Kate has honored us with her hard work and generosity 
since 1999. As a volunteer lawyer, she has helped in 167 cases, donating 
more than 800 hours of her time. Kate is also a generous donor, and she 
is the first to suggest VLN for new fundraising opportunities within her 
personal and professional circles.

Kate has also served on the Volunteer Lawyers Network board of 
directors since 2003, chairing the board in 2012. Kate received the Pro 
Bono Publico Award for Excellence for a private-sector attorney in 2012 

from the Hennepin County Bar Association. Thirteen years ago, Kate was in Noel Evans’s 
shoes, accepting the 2005 Volunteer of the Year Award.

Kate’s work for Pauly, DeVries Smith and Deffner L.L.C., helps businesses of all sizes achieve 
their goals related to intellectual property. Before law school, Kate was a physics major, 
programmed computer models for theoretical atomic and molecular collisions, and had 
internships at Los Alamos National Laboratory and Fermi National Accelerator Laboratory. 
These experiences honed her ability to grasp complex technologies and to work with 
scientists and engineers with diverse areas of expertise.

Last year, more than 700 legal provessionals provided 9,145 services to our clients. VLN 
honored two of these extraordinary volunteers during our annual Riverfront Celebration.

Noel Evans

Kate DeVries Smith

VLN Staff Recognized 
for Excellence in 2018
Hennepin County Bar Association Career 
Contributions to the Profession Award 

Sue Pontinen, VLN’s former 
executive director, received 
the Career Contributions 
to the Profession Award as 
part of the Hennepin County 
Bar Association’s Excellence 
Awards 2018. In the words 
of the HCBA, Sue was 
honored “for her dedication 
to promoting pro bono 

service and the expansion of legal services in 
the community.” Sue worked for VLN for 18 years 
before retiring in 2018.

Hennepin County Bar Association 
Improving Access to Justice Award

Yaima Couso, VLN’s 
Program Director and 
Criminal Expungement 
Resource Attorney, was 
given an Improving Access 
to Justice Award as part of 
the Hennepin County Bar 
Association’s Excellence 
Awards 2018. In the words 
of the HCBA, Yaima was 

honored “for developing resources related to 
expunging criminal records.” Regarding the 
award, Yaima responded, “Some of my most 
cherished moments have come from when 
individuals we have helped in the past, even 
if briefly, return to one of [our] community 
locations just to say thank you.”

Sue Pontinen

Yaima Couso

Top 10 Counties Served

Growing for the Future
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You changed 19,753 lives during FY17-18, including 7,800 children,       

    through the delivery of pro bono legal services in Minnesota.*

Services Provided at
Clinics, Events, Workshops
Bankruptcy .........................................................133
Birth Certificate Project ........................................20
Brian Coyle .........................................................112
Brooklyn Legal Clinic ............................................54
CAPSH ................................................................157
Conciliation Court ..............................................521
Conciliation Court Appeal Clinic...........................50
Consumer Protection Workshop &                               

Legal Service Line (discontinued February 2018) .......21
Criminal Expungement - 2nd Chance Saturday....91
Criminal Expungement - St Paul Clinic ................52
Criminal Expungement Screening ......................530
Criminal Expungement Workshops .......................27
Dignity Center ....................................................132
Family Justice Clinic........................................1,358
Family Unity Project..............................................38
HAP / MNAPABA Legal Clinic ..................................7
Housing Clinic - Neighborhood Hub........................2
Housing Court Project Clinic............................1,387
Jeremiah Clinic - Minneapolis ..............................17
Khan Eviction Expungement Clinic .........................8
Legal Access Point Clinic ................................1,152
LGBTQ Clinic ........................................................10
MCPBC Eviction Expungement Clinic .....................8
MIWRC..................................................................39
Park Avenue Clinic .............................................570
Real Estate...........................................................25
SIJS (Special Immigrant Juvenile Status) Project ...41 
Spanish Legal Services (SLS) Outreach Program.....47 
Spanish Legal Services (SLS) Workshop ..................50 
Waite House .........................................................73
Youth Law Clinic...................................................30
YWCA Clinic............................................................1

total serviCes .....................................6,111

Many thanks to our generous donors!
Individual Donors
Frank Abramson
Kathleen Adamsick
Sheri Ahl
Jeffer Ali
James Altman
Joy Anderson
Kurt Anderson
Anonymous
Cooper Ashley
Janalee Aurelia
Jeffrey Baill
James Baillie
Anthony Baquero
Jayne Barnard McCoy
Matt Bazzano
Colleen Beebe
Barbara Benner
C. Bercaw
Hon. Ivy Bernhardson
Mike Blackmon, Jr.
Margie Bodas
Ashok Bokde
Angela Booth-Tran
Katherine Boyle
Aimee Brantseg
Joanna Lynn Brofman
Susie Brown
Patrick Burns
William Busch
Jonathan Bye
Hon. Peter Cahill
William Cameron
Karen Canon
Hon. Philip Carruthers
Mark Carter
Angela Christy
Hon. Regina Chu
Courtney Colby
Ramona Colsch
Claire Comstock-Gay 
Eric Cooperstein

Yaima Couso 
Lee Cunningham
Kathleen Curtis
Clinton Cutler
Annamarie Daley
Hon. Margaret Daly
Lindsay Davis
Celeste DeMars
Ricky DeMello
Steve Demulling
D. Charles DeVries
Kate DeVries Smith
Hon. Mel Dickstein
Christopher Dolan
Cassandra Doran
Roger Dreher
Jaime Driggs
Vernle (Skip) Durocher
David D’Zurilla
Ryan Eddy
Barbara Ehnert
Derek Ellis
Douglas Elsass
Megan Engelhardt
Larry Espel
Jackson Evans
Sandra Feist
Sandra Filardo
Frederick Finch
Robert & Linda Fisher
William Forsyth
Kathleen Fulte
Eric Galatz
Roy Ginsburg
Sam Glover
Cathy Gorlin
Peter Gorman
Peter Goss
Joseph Green
Kathleen Green
Mary Grimsley
Charlene Guse

Anne Haaland
Carolyn Ham
Joy Hamilton
Pamela Harmon
Stacey Harpham
Frank Harris
Matthew Harris
Amy Haugen
Denis Hauptly
Jerry Helfand
Theresa Henehan
Robert Hennessey
Dan Herber
Cassandra Hoffman
Sten Hoidal
David Hoiland
Laurel Holschuh
Edward Hotchkiss
Kelly Hudick
Rachel Hughey
Susan Humiston
Hon. Jason Hutchison
Fatima Ijaz 
Bruce Iverson
Deborah Jahn
Kevin Johnson
Sheila Johnson
Susan Johnston
Kathleen Junek
Mary Kaczorek
Hon. Mark Kappelhoff
Michelle Kent
Dina Khaled
Mary Kiedrowski
Chandra Kilgriff
Sue Kjelvik
Kay Knapp
Hon. Holly Knight
Jamal Knight
Talitha Kolbow
John Koneck
John Scott Kreighbaum

Muria Kruger
Mary Kuehn
Janet Lambert
James Langdon II
Carol Lansing
Jeffrey Larson
Jean Lastine
Laurel Learmonth
Cynthia Lee
Hon. David Lillehaug
Walter Linder
Barbara Malnati
John Mandler
Steve Marchese
Scott Marks
David Marshall
Erin Matkaiti
Kristine McKinney
Madalyn McWhite
Jinjer Menge
Peter Menge
Hon. Laurie Miller
Emily Mitchell-Peterson
Paul Moe
Adine Momoh
Jack Moore
Hon. Daniel Moreno
Lydia Morley
Evan Nelson
Marilyn Nelson
Sherry Nelson
Khanh Nguyen
Rakhi Nikhanj
Michael Nilan
Cezar Nita
Mark Oyaas
Charles Parsons, Jr.
Theodore Patton
Jean Peters
Charles Peterson
Doug Peterson
Tom Pfeifer

Suzanne Pontinen
Valentin Povarchuk
Mary Ranum
Alyssa Rebensdorf
Hon. M. Jacqueline Regis
Michael Reif
Jonathan Riehle
Jan Rivers
Hon. Susan Robiner
Jacqueline Rolfs
Delaney Russell
Dennis Ryan
Hon. Christian Sande
Jean Sanderson
Joseph Satter
M. Schaffer
Noreen Schertler
Jeff Schlesinger
Nelson Schmidt
Timothy Schmidt
Mark Schneebeck
Courtney Schneider
Debra Schuna
Maya Sheikh-Salah
Daniel Sheran
Tim Shields
Mark Siegel
Jennifer Sincavage
Gretchen Skarohild
Michael Skoglund
Elaine Smith
Irmeli Smith
Todd Sorensen
Gloria Stamps-Smith
Duane Stanley
Jean Stepp
Leo & Christine Stern
Michael Stinson
Amy Swedberg
Christina Szitta
Raymond Tahnk-Johnson
Julie Thelen

Mary Thomas
Thomas Tinkham
Ben Tozer
Kathryn Van Etta-Olson
Sara Van Norman
Judy VanOsdel
Hon. Mary Vasaly
Michael Vitt
James Volling
Thomas Walsh
Brenda Walz
Pamela Wandzel
Charles Webber
Allyson Werntz
Jenna Westby
Molly Whelan 
Dorothy Wickens
John Windhorst, Jr.
Linda Wray
James Young
Julian Zebot
Alysia Zens
Paul Zerby, Jr.
Kristin Zinsmaster
Z Zorilla

In Honor of 
John Kozlik for Evan Nelson
Robert Amos for the 

Kruger & Amos family
J. Alison Morris for 

Suzanne Pontinen
Adine Momoh for     

Mabel & Kofi Momoh
Tracy Salwei for      

Jordan Martell
Ann Skoglund for   

Michael Skoglund
Danette Jones for   

Prince Rogers Nelson   
& Brother Jules

Steven Meyer for          
Ned Wahl &   
Marcia McCormick

Jeanmarie Sales for 
Judge Mary Vasaly

In Memory of
Glynn Behmen for Glynn     

E Behmen, Sr family
Ryan Eddy for   

Mark Mrnak
James Levin for 

John Levin

In Memory of 
Bricker Lavik 
Steven Carlson 
Anonymous
Josephine Biocca
Robert Cattanach
Lori Nielsen
Tonja Orr
Neal Peterson

In Memory of 
Bradley Thorsen
Thomas Lund
Mark Olson
Michael Pysno
Gale Hammel
Margie McGuire

In Memory of 
Rolfe Worden
Randall Furman
Arlene Jenkins
Kimberly Elsen
Jennifer Holcomb 

Johnson
Kevin Moore
Kathleen Martin
Judith Brown
Larry Espel
Brian Worden
Meredith Low
Carol Steilen
David Doty
Bob Moilanen

Organizations
3M
3M Foundation
American Academy of Matrimonial 

Lawyers Foundation 
American College of Bankruptcy 

Foundation
American Immigration Lawyers 

Association - Minnesota/
Dakotas Chapter

Ballard Spahr LLP
Barnes & Thornburg LLP
Bassford Remele
Benevity Community Impact Fund
Best & Flanagan LLP
Best Buy Co., Inc.
Blackwell Burke PA
Briggs and Morgan Foundation
Briggs and Morgan, PA
Cargill, Inc.
Carlson, Caspers, Vandenburgh, 

Lindquist & Schuman, PA
Computer Forensic Services
Cozen O’Connor
Craig-Hallum Capital Group LLC
Dorsey & Whitney Foundation
Dorsey & Whitney LLP
Faegre Baker Daniels Foundation
Faegre Baker Daniels LLP
Fish & Richardson
Fox Rothschild LLP
Fredrikson & Byron Foundation
Fredrikson & Byron, PA
Gray Plant Mooty
Gray Plant Mooty Foundation
Greene Espel PLLP
Gustafson Gluek PLLC
Hennepin County Bar Association
Hennepin County Bar Foundation
Henson & Efron, PA
Iglesia Rey de Gloria
Jones Day

Lind, Jensen, Sullivan &    
Peterson, PA

Lindquist & Vennum LLP
Littler Mendelson Foundation, Inc
Littler Mendelson PC
Lommen Abdo, PA
Maslon LLP
Mid-Minnesota Legal Aid
Minnesota Annual Conference of 

the United Methodist Church
Minnesota Chapter of the   

Federal Bar Association
Minnesota Lawyers Mutual 

Insurance Company
Network For Good
Nilan Johnson Lewis PA
Otto Bremer Trust
Patterson Thuente Pedersen, PA
Pauly, DeVries Smith & Deffner, 

LLC
Piper Jaffray & Co.
RBC Foundation - USA
Robins Kaplan LLP Charitable 

Foundation
Schwebel, Goetz & Sieben, PA
SiebenCarey
Stinson Leonard Street LLP
Target Corporation
TCF Bank
The Cozen O’Connor   

Foundation, Inc.
The McKnight Foundation 
The Tim Dordell and Kirk Ballard 

Charitable Giving Fund
Thomson Reuters
Thrivent Financial
US Bank
US Bank - Legal Department
US Bank Foundation
UnitedHealth Group

Donations received July 1, 2017 - June 30, 2018

*approximate numbers

In-Kind Donations
Anna Brenk
Best Buy Co., Inc.
Bowlero Corp.
Brooks Brothers Group, Inc.
Carleton McCambridge 

Fine Art
CBRE
Chanhassen Dinner 

Theatres
Chef Shack Ranch
Como Friends
Continental Ballet 

Company
Continental Diamond
County Cycles
Crayola Experience - MOA
Daniel Gustafson
Dorsey & Whitney LLP
FlyOver America
Fredrikson & Byron, P.A.
GourmetGiftBaskets.com
Gray Plant Mooty
Haskell’s
Herbie’s on the Park
Hotel Ivy
James Rosenbaum
Jean Peters
Jeanne & Roger Schwarze
Julie Thelen
Kerry Brooks
Laurel Learmonth
Mall of America
Mark DiPietro
Maslon LLP
Merchant & Gould PC

Minnesota CLE
Minnesota Historical Society
Minnesota Landscape 

Arboretum
Minnesota Lawyer
Minnesota RollerGirls
Minnesota State Fair
Minnesota Timberwolves
Minnesota Twins
Minnesota Vikings
MN Ziplines and Adventures
Nokomis Chiropractic & 

Wellness
Ordway Center for the 

Performing Arts
Park Tavern
Paul Quast
Punch Bowl Social
Robins Kaplan LLP
Roti Modern Mediterranean
SEA LIFE® Minnesota 

Aquarium at Mall of 
America

St. Paul Saints
Stephen Potts
Suzanne Pontinen
The Blue Plate   

Restaurant Co.
The Cheesecake Factory
The Imagery
Theatre in the Round
Thomson Reuters
ValleyFair
Walt Disney World Co.
Wedge Community Co-Op

We apologize for any names that may have been 
omitted from this list or have been listed incorrectly. 
If we missed you or made an error, please let us 
know so we can thank you properly.

Growing for the Future



board of directors 2017-2018
Julian Zebot, chair
 Maslon llP  

Dan Herber, Vice chair / Treasurer
 University of Minnesota General counsel

rachel Hughey, secretary
 Merchant & Gould

Mark schneebeck, Past chair
 Fox rothschild llP

Joy reopelle anderson
 Gary Plant Mooty 

Matt Bazzano
 Wells Fargo

Michael a Blackmon, Jr
 Us Bank National association

Jon Bye
 lindquist & Vennum llP

Karen canon
 Us Bank National association

Mark carter 
 carter legal services, Pa

skip Durocher, Past chair
 Dorsey & Whitney

sandra Filardo
 assistant county attorney, Hennepin county

Peter Goss
 Blackwell Burke Pa

anne Haaland
 Henson & efron, Pa

sten-erik Hoidal
 Fredrikson & Byron, Pa

Janet lambert
 Best Buy

laurel learmonth
 Primus law Group

Dave Marshall 
 Fredrikson & Byron, Pa

Michael reif
 robins Kaplan llP

Dennis ryan 
 Faegre Baker Daniels llP

Maria sanchez
 carlson rezidor Hotel Group

Maya sheikh-salah
 lindquist & Vennum llP

Tim shields
 shields legal services

Michael l. skoglund
 cargill inc.

Kate DeVries smith
 Pauly, DeVries smith & Deffner, l.l.c.

Douglas stafford
 client representative

Gloria stamps-smith 
 assistant county attorney, Hennepin county

Judge Mary Vasaly
 Minnesota Fourth Judicial District court 46

alysia Zens
 Dorsey & Whitney

HcBa rePreseNTaTiVe
esteban rivera
 The rivera law Firm

Financial RepoRt July 1, 2017 - June 30, 2018

Contributions   .................................759,492
Service grants ...................................413,968
Special events ...................................182,886
Workshops & Seminars .....................6,605
interest .....................................................5,074
other ...................................................... 30,069

totAL inCome ............$1,398,094

13%54%

30%

<1%
<1%

2%

Income

Program Services  .......................1,036,621
management & general .............181,043 
Fundraising ........................................106,694

totAL exPenSeS ........$1,324,358

8%

78%

14%

Expenses

Assets

Liabilities and Net Assets

Cash & Cash equivalents ...................291,329
Certificates of Deposit .......................345,533
Contributions Receivable ................... 63,500
Service grants Receivable ................127,317
Prepaid expenses.................................... 30,465
net Property & equipment ............... 86,026
other Assets  ...............................................4,568

totAL ..............................................$948,738

Accounts Payable ......................................3,269
Accrued Compensated Absences ... 36,678
Deferred Revenue ....................................5,000
net Assets  ...............................................903,791

totAL ..............................................$948,738

600 Nicollet Mall, Suite 390A
Minneapolis, MN 55402

Thank you!
Thank you for helping us fight for fairness and justice for struggling families and individuals 
in Minnesota who deserve a chance to thrive and achieve self-sufficiency. To help VLN, 
please go to vlnmn.org/donate to make a secure tax-deductible donation.


