
Your generosity makes the justice system work for 
people who have nothing to give but gratitude. 

You enable lawyers to further elevate a noble profession as they use their 
education, skills, and judgment to help people living in poverty. 

Mark Schneebeck, VLN Board Chair, states “Doing pro bono brings perspective and 
fulfillment.  Taking on a low-income client’s problems and walking in the client’s 
shoes through the case brings contemporary problems home, makes me a more 
well-rounded lawyer, and brings needed help to someone who would otherwise 
have to navigate the legal system alone.” 

Last year, you helped serve 7,437 clients through 771 volunteer 
lawyers. 

You provided 10,000+ services from more than 1,000 volunteer lawyers, law 

students, paralegals, and interpreters. 

That is pro bono power!   
This message highlights the impact that you have made in in several key areas of 

need:  Criminal Records Expungement, Housing, and Immigration. 

Families having a safe, clean place to live, stable employment, and peaceful, healthy 

relationships. 

It means that you are giving people the chances in life that we all 

deserve in our shared community and for that, we thank you. 
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We need your support now, more than ever.  To continue your impact, 

please make a tax-deductible donation to VLN at VLNMN.org/donate 

or use the enclosed envelope to send your donation.  Thank you. 

INSIDE: 

 Immigration: 
your community 
needs you now 

 How your 
support ends the 
cycle of poverty 

 Housing justice 
for all, 
thanks to you! 

Volunteer lawyer Andrew M. 

Ayers, Esq. advises clients at the 

Family Justice Center in 

Minneapolis. 



You have helped Sam*, and many others in the same circumstances, 

remove a barrier to housing and jobs with the sealing of criminal records. 

Employers and landlords typically deny applicants who have criminal 
records — even old criminal records or arrest records from a person’s 
youth — consideration for a job or affordable housing. 

However, Minnesota law allows for certain kinds of records to be sealed, 
if a judge determines that the person has rehabilitated. 

Your support allows VLN staff and volunteers to conduct monthly 
workshops at public libraries and social service agencies throughout the 

Minneapolis-St. Paul area.  You give people a second chance in 
life to have a job and a home. 

Even though Sam was living a life free of crime, several 
employers let Sam go after discovering a record. The charge 

related to the lapsing of a gun license and involved no injuries. 

But background checks showing the old criminal record made Sam a 
permanent member of Minnesota’s underclass. 

Because of you, Sam looks forward to stable employment. You are stopping the cycle of poverty by 
helping hundreds of people who want to work, but cannot find a job; who want a safe place to raise 

their family, but cannot find a landlord to rent to them.  They have resigned themselves to being 
homeless or living in a run-down apartment.  But you have given them and their families the opportunity to 

find safe and affordable housing. 

“When people, particularly racial minorities, are trying to get ahead in the housing and job markets, records 
keep them in the cycle of poverty,” says Yaima Couso, VLN’s criminal expungement resource attorney. 

For these records to be sealed, clients are required by law to have a clean record for many years before they can 
seek relief. 

Volunteer lawyer Dan Shapiro states, “It ends up being a 
win-win-win.  The person wins, society wins because they become a 

valued member of their community, and a taxpayer.” 

Thank you for giving these clients a chance to be 

real members of the community in which we all live. 

*Client’s name has been changed. 

VLN is a charitable non-profit.  Donations will be used to support the 
provision of civil legal services to people in poverty. 

“My lawyer 

is a 

true hero, 

in my book.” 
 

VLN client on volunteer 

lawyer Eric Quintanilla 
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SOLID SECOND CHANCES 

Volunteer lawyer Dan Shapiro and 

VLN Criminal Expungement 

Resource Attorney Yaima Couso 

at a Ramsey County legal clinic. 
Photo by Leslie Greenwood, Ramsey County 

You defeat the cycle of poverty 
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Preventing homelessness 

Now, more than ever, you are 
working hard to prevent 
homelessness. 

Safe and affordable 
housing is tight for people 

struggling to survive in today’s 
rental market. 

When a person is served with an 
eviction action, the chances are 

great that person will 
become homeless if they 

do not have an attorney to help 
them. 

It only takes two weeks to 
evict someone, and  3,000 
evictions occur in Hennepin County every year. 

Studies show that tenants provided with legal representation were far more likely to be able to remain in their homes 
than those who go it alone. 

An eviction record is created when an action is filed, regardless of outcome. Landlords typically do not rent to peo-
ple with an eviction on their rental history, or if they do, they charge a double damage deposit or a rent premium. 

Sealing these records gives people a clean rental history 
and prevents homelessness. 

You are holding unscrupulous landlords accountable, to rid apartments of infestation and heat them 
in cold weather, with Tenant Remedies Actions (TRA). 

Our first TRA against a Minneapolis landlord is making a difference. The landlord is making badly needed 

repairs.   

Together, let’s send a message to those who would disregard the safety and comfort of those most vulnerable 

in our community.   

“Most poor tenants are somewhat captive where they 

live because they don’t have the money to move.  
That makes habitability pretty important.”  

 

Volunteer lawyer Lawrence McDonough on VLN’s housing services  

YOU ARE TIPPING THE SCALES 

Last year, VLN served 1,518 housing clients. 

Above, Carol and Angela receive advice at one of VLN’s many legal clinics. 



Now, more than ever, you are mak-
ing pro bono happen for Minneso-
ta’s immigrants and refugees. 

You are helping alleviate the 
fear of losing family, assets, and 

home — everything for which 
Minnesota’s immigrants and refu-
gees have worked so hard.     

You are creating opportunities for 

attorneys to educate and 
advise people about their 
rights and to make plans for the 

care of their children and assets in 
the event of a deportation. 

“Families have no assurance from day 
to day that they remain safe in their 
homes and communities,” says Cassandra Bautista of Heinz Law PLLC, a dedicated VLN volunteer. 

Thanks to you, VLN’s Immigrant Legal Services Program (ILSP) and staff are able to provide peace of 
mind to clients daily. 

Your support means that Colleen Beebe Purisaca, ILSP’s program manager, along with Cassandra and a team of 
dedicated volunteers, can host regular Know Your Rights seminars and information sessions for those living in fear. 

“Distribution of information is important,” Cassandra says. 

Through VLN’s Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals Renewal Project, you are giving immigrants who came to the 
U.S. before age 16 – a group sometimes called “Dreamers” – a chance to stay in the U.S. to study or work, a chance 
to build a better life.  We all want education and jobs, and without them it is difficult to exist. 

Your support is the key to fighting the rising tide of dread and injustice, and protecting all people. 

 

600 Nicollet Mall, Suite 390A 
Minneapolis, MN 55402 
Phone: 612-752-6655 

Fax: 612-752-6656 
VLN@vlnmn.org 

————— 
VLNMN.org 

YOU ARE FIGHTING FEAR AND INJUSTICE  

for Minnesota’s immigrants and refugees 

Our mission: 

To protect and promote 
the basic human needs 
of people in poverty 
through the power of 

legal volunteers. 

To date, 82 parents have prepared Delegation of Parental Authority 

plans, including 286 affidavits for their children.  

Please continue your impact by making a tax-deductible donation to VLN 

at VLNMN.org/donate, or use the enclosed envelope to send your         

donation.  Thank you. 
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