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Filing Claims in Conciliation Court 

Submitted by Glen Drew, VLN Resource Attorney 

 

Volunteer Lawyers Network has several clinics that assist low income clients and pro se 

parties with Conciliation Court matters.  Conciliation Court is a court of limited 

jurisdiction so not all types of claims can be filed in Conciliation Court.  Several 

considerations apply when advising clients whether to file suit in Conciliation Court or 

whether to file suit in District Court.  The following outline is intended as starting point for 

assessing these considerations and other considerations may also apply.  This tip is not legal 

advice, and it not a substitute for legal advice. 

 

CAN A CLIENT SUE IN CONCILIATION COURT? 

I. CLAIMS THAT CAN BE HEARD IN CONCILIATION COURT 

There is no enumerated list of claims that the Conciliation Court has jurisdiction to hear.  Rather, 

MINN. STAT. § 491A.01, subd. 3a contains an explanation of the Conciliation Court’s jurisdiction 

in general and states that except as provided in subdivisions 4 [Jurisdiction; Exclusions] and 5 

[Jurisdiction; Personal Property], the conciliation court has jurisdiction to hear, conciliate, try, 

and determine civil claims if the amount of money or property that is the subject matter of the 

claim does not exceed:  

(1) $15,000;  

(2) $4,000, if the claim involves a consumer credit transaction; or   

(3) $15,000, if the claim involves money or personal property subject to forfeiture under 

section 84.7741 [Off-Highway Vehicle Forfeiture], 169A.63 [Vehicle Forfeiture], 609.5311 

[Forfeiture of Property Associated with Controlled Substances], 609.5312 [Forfeiture of Property 

Associated with Designated Offenses], 609.5314 [Administrative Forfeiture of Certain Property 

Seized in Connection with a Controlled Substance Seizure], or 609.5318 [Real Property; 

Seizures].   

It is possible for a plaintiff to reduce the amount that might be claimed so that the Conciliation 

Court has jurisdiction.  This can avoid the delays and higher fees in District Court. 

However, the Minnesota Judicial Branch website at http://www.mncourts.gov/Find-

Courts/Hennepin/HennepinConciliationCourt.aspx also contains some basic information on 

which claims are acceptable in Conciliation Court.   
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Generally, the following types of claims are acceptable to be heard by the Hennepin County 

Conciliation Court: 

 Defective goods sold or service provided  

 Damage to property or vehicle  

 Back rent owed by tenant to landlord 

 Accident repair expenses not paid  

 NSF (non-sufficient funds) checks tendered in Hennepin County 

 Worthless checks tendered in Hennepin County 

 Damage deposit/security deposit not paid to tenant by landlord 

 Wages not paid  

 Return of property (Replevin)  

 Generally, the Defendant must reside in Hennepin County to file suit in Hennepin County.  

However, there a few exceptions that allow a claim to be filed in Hennepin County for an incident 

that happened in Hennepin County.  See also Minnesota's long arm statute, MINN. STAT. § 

543.19. 

 

II. CLAIMS THAT CANNOT BE HEARD IN CONCILIATION COURT 

Conciliation Court is a court of limited jurisdiction.  Not all types of claims can be heard in 

Conciliation Court.  MINN. STAT. §491A.01, subd. 4 contains an enumerated list of jurisdictional 

exclusions and state that the conciliation court does not have jurisdiction over the following 

actions: 

(1) involving title to real estate, including actions to determine boundary lines; 

(2) involving claims of defamation by libel or slander; 

(3) for specific performance, except to the extent authorized in subdivision 5 

[Jurisdiction; Personal Property]; 

(4) brought or defended on behalf of a class; 

(5) requesting or involving prejudgment remedies; 

(6) involving injunctive relief, except to the extent authorized in subdivision 

5[Jurisdiction; Personal Property]; 

(7) pursuant to chapters 256 [Human Services], 257 [Children; Custody, Legitimacy], 

259 [Change of Name, Adoption], 260 [Juvenile Court; Child Placement; Compacts], 518 

[Marriage Dissolution], 518A [Domestic Abuse], 518B [Domestic Abuse], and 518C 

[Uniform Interstate Family Support Act], except for actions involving debts owed to state 

agencies or political subdivisions that arise under those chapters; 

(8) pursuant to chapters 524 [Uniform Probate Court]and 525 [Probate Proceedings]; 

(9) where jurisdiction is vested exclusively in another court or division of district court; 

(10) for eviction; and 

(11) involving medical malpractice. 

 

We commonly receive requests from clients to bring claims for defamation of character, libel, or 

slander in Conciliation Court, which are excluded from Conciliation Court jurisdiction.  Clients 

often want to lump these claims together with other claims that the Conciliation Court does have 

jurisdiction to hear.  Given the far greater difficulty that a pro se party faces litigating in District 

Court, clients should strongly consider the merits of any such defamation, libel, and slander 

https://www.revisor.leg.state.mn.us/statutes/?id=543.19
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claims and whether asserting such claims in District Court is likely to result in an award of 

damages commensurate with the increased difficulty and delay. 

 

If you would like to help low-income clients with their civil law needs or learn more about VLN 

clinics, please contact Glen Drew at (612) 752-6659 or via email at glen@vlnmn.org. 
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