
 

 

 

May 2017 Tip of the Month 
 

CLE Credit for Pro Bono  
Representation through VLN 

   

 

Attorneys volunteering through VLN may report one CLE credit for every six hours of pro bono 
representation through VLN. This includes, for example, volunteering on full representation 
cases, phone services, at clinics, and/or to mentor another VLN volunteer doing these pro bono 
representation(s).1 Up to six credits may be claimed for this work.2   

To claim these credits, follow these steps: 

1. Check that your pro bono representation came through VLN (including a VLN-clinic). 

2. Report your pro bono representation hours to VLN. For example: 

 If a full representation case, on the case closing form here.  (If you have been 
mentoring, ask the primary attorney to include your hours on the form.) 

 If a clinic case, include the time you spent with the client on the clinic data sheet. 

3. Apply for the CLE credit at the Minnesota State Board of Continuing Legal Education site. 
By completing the form on the reverse, scanning it, and emailing it to 
attendance@mbcle.state.mn.us.  

Note: if you volunteer at a VLN clinic in partnership with your law firm: you may also be able to 
list your firm and pro bono coordinator as the “legal services provider” 

Thank you for volunteering! 

                                                 
1
 ”Providing legal representation to a pro bono client” under Rule 6.C may include mentoring when it 

involves case-specific guidance (as opposed to answering general questions about the type of case). If 
you have any questions as to whether your mentoring hours qualify, please review Rule 6.C or contact 
the CLE Board office. 
 
2
 Rule 6C. (Rules of the Board of Continuing Legal Education (special categories of credit): 

Pro Bono Legal Representation. A lawyer may claim 1 hour of standard CLE credit for every 6 hours of 
pro bono legal representation as defined by Rule 2U [means providing legal representation to a pro 
bono client without compensation, expectation of compensation, or other direct or indirect pecuniary 
gain] that the lawyer provides to a pro bono client as defined by Rule 2T [means an individual, who is 
not a corporation or other organizational entity, and who has been referred to the lawyer by an 
approved legal services provider or by a state or federal court program] in a legal matter that has been 
referred to the lawyer by an approved legal services provider as defined by Rule 2B or by a state court or 
federal court program. No more than 6 hours of credit may be claimed per reporting period by a lawyer 
for pro bono legal representation. In order to receive CLE credit the lawyer must submit an Affidavit of 
Pro Bono Representation to the Board (see Appendix II) 

http://www.formstack.com/forms/vln-closing
mailto:attendance@mbcle.state.mn.us
https://www.cle.mn.gov/rules/


 

 

 


